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Entered  according  to  Act  of  Congress,  in  the  year  1S-5S,  bv 

GILBERT  R.   GLADDING, 
in  the  Clerk's  Oihce  of  the  District  Court  of  Rhode  Island. 


THE  GREAT  IKGRAHAM  ESTATE. 


The  Ingraham  Estate,  so  called,  was  the  property  of  my 
great  great  grandfather,  Joseph  Wilson,  of  Yorkshire,  Eng- 
land, who  died  about  16S0,  and  left  it  by  will  to  his  only 
daughter,  Sarah,  who  married  Edward  Coweil,  of  Yorkshire. 
After  their  marriage  they  moved  to  Boston,  Mass.,  and  had 
only  one  child,  Sarah,  who  was  born  in  Boston,  July  2d, 
1660,  and  which  daughter  Sarah,  married  Timothy  Ingraham, 
son  of  Wi  liara  Ingraham,  of  Boston  ;  and  Timothy  Ingraham 
and  wife  removed  to  Bristol,  R.  I.,  in  1080. 

They  had  seven  children  born  there,  whose  descendants  are 
the  heirs  of  the  estate.  Three  of  them  died  without  issue  ; 
and  their  descendants  now  number  about  100  persons.  I  have 
been  appointed  the  agent,  by  and  fur  the  heirs  ;  and  I  am  a 
grandson  of  Joshua  Ingraham,  who  was  a  son  of  Timothy  In- 
graham and  Sarah  Coweil,  the  daughter  of  Joseph  Wilson. 

The  estate,  as  left  by  will  to  S;irah  Coweil,  was  entailed  to 
the  fourth  generation,  till  which  the  lands  could  not  be  sold, — 
the  present  claimants  being  of  the  fifth  generation,  that  limita- 
tion has  expired. 

The  estate,  at  the  death  of  Joseph  Wilson,  was  several 
miles  in  length  and  width,  (about  0  by  3)  :  but  was  of  little 
comparative  value, — it  being  unsettled,  pa}ing  but  little  an- 


nual  iuconie,  and  being  unavailable  to  sell,  because  it  was  en- 
tailed  :  and  the  heirs  being  at  such  a  distance,  they  did  not 
look  after  it. 

Sarah  (Wilson)  Coweih  the  legatee  under  the  will,  left 
that  document  to  her  daughter,  Sarah  (Cowell)  Ingraham,  of 
Bristol,  R.  I. 

The  estate  having  a  fine  stream  of  w3ter  flowing  through  it, 
became  a  seat  of  manufacturing  industry,  which  has  grown  up 
into  the  present  city  of  Leeds,  which  explains  the  present  im- 
mense value  of  the  estate. 

The  first  effort  made  to  recover  it,  was  by  Jeremiah  Ingra- 
ham,  son  of  Timothy  and  Sarah  ( Cowell)  Ingraham,  during 
the  old  French  war  ;  but  he  died  before  reaching  England,  on 
ship-board. 

The  next  effort  was  made  by  Capt.  Ingraham.  a  grandson 
of  Timothy  and  Sarah  (Cowell)  Ingraham,  in  1£03»  He  was 
an  East  India  Captain,  and  sailed  with  his  wife  from  New 
York,  taking  all  the  papers  connected  with  the  estate.  His 
wife  testifies  that  he  put  them  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Erakine, 
of  London,  an  eminent  lawyer,  and  sailed  for  Madras,  where 
he  died — his  wife  returning  to  this  country. 

Mr.  Erakine  was  soon  after  made  Lord  Chancellor  or  Eng- 
land, which  made  it  impossible  for  him  to  act  any  longer  as  a 
solicitor.  He  notified  Simeon  Ingraham  (an  uncle  of  Solo- 
mon) of  the  fact,  and  informed  him  that  the  estates  were  then 
worth  more  than  forty  thousand  pounds  a  year — which  letter 
has  been  lost. 

Nothing  further  was  done  till  about  1825,  when  the  heir* 
learned  that  London  papers  hid  advertised  for  the  heirs  to  the 
estate.  They  then  employed  Isaiah  Smith  to  proceed  to  Eng- 
land and  look  up  the  estate.     He  found  that  the  first  Lord 


Erskine  was  dead,  and  the  papers  that  were  placed  in  his 
hands  by  Capt.  Solomon  Ingraham.  had  passed  into  the  pos- 
session of  his  son,  the  late  Lord  Erskine,  who  was  then  a 
Minister  to  Belgium,  while  the  papers  were  locked  up  in 
London  ;  and  he  returned  without  getting  access  to  them. 

No  further  effort  was  made  till  1852,  when  the  present 
agent,  in  company  with  Columbus  Smith,  a  lawyer,  went  to 
London,  and  saw  the  late  Lord  Erskine.  We  found  him  at 
his  lodgings  in  Brighton,  fifty  miles  from  London  ;  and  he 
acknowledged  to  us  both  that  he  recollected  finding  those 
documents  among  his  father's  papers,  and  affirmed  that  they 
were  all  safe  at  his  d^pot  in  London  :  and  that  we  could  have 
them  as  soon  as  he  could  find  time  to  look  them  up.  We 
waited  on  him  four  oaontbs,  during  which  he  never  found  time 
to  look  over  bis  papers,  though  daily  promising  to  do  so.  At 
the  end  of  that  time,  my  funds  becoming  exhausted,  I  was 
obliged  to  return  to  America,  and  conclude  to  wait  Lord  Ers- 
kine's  death,  he  being  upwards  of  eighty  years  old. 

Lord  Erskine  died  in  March  last,  and  his  secretary  writes 
me  that  all  Lord  Er*kine's  papers  have  passed  into  the  bancs 
of  his  eldest  son,  the  present  Lord  Erskine,  who  doubtless 
has  the  desired  documents  in  his  po>sessirn,  and  will  deliver 
them  to  me  on  the  presentation  of  the  proper  evidence. 

The  following  is  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Smith,  who  accompanied 
me  to  England,  and  whose  business  is  solely  the  collection  of 
American  claims  in  Europe  : — 

11 1  think  that  the  late  Lord  Erskine  had  the  Wilson  papers 
when  you  and  I  were  looking  for  them  in  1852  and  that  for 
some  reason  to  us  unknown  he  withheld  them  from  us.  I  un- 
derstand that  all  the  papers  of  the  late  Lord  Erskine  are  now 

Al 


in  the  possession  of  his  son,  and  1  3ee  no  reason  why  he  will 
aot  deliver  them  to  us  now.  t 

"  I  think  the  Coat  of  Arms  you  have  found,  will  be  of 
great  advantage  in  tracing  the  family  by  means  of  the  Heraldic 
Yisitations,  which  can  be  found  in  London. 

"  I  think  that  the  case  can  soon  be  disposed  of,  if  we  can 
find  the  will  and  deed ;  for,  as  you  are  aliens  in  England,  if 
you  can  show  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  that  you  have  a 
just  title,  he  will  institute  a  suit  for  the  recovery  of  the  real 
estate  at  the  Government  expense,  and  allow  you  about  one- 
half  the  value  of  the  estate  in  money,  as  is  their  custom. — 
The  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  in  a  conversation  I  had  with  him 
about  a  year  sinee,   informed  me  that  such  was  their  custom. 

Yours, 

COLUMBUS  SMITH." 


Statements  of  Mr.  Isaiah   Smith,  relating  to  the  Ingraham 
property  in  England. 
About  the  27th  of  November,   1830,   I   called  upon  Mr. 
Simeon  Ingraham,   of  Providence,  and  made  some  enquiries 
of  him  respecting  an  estate  in   England,  said  to  belong  to  a 
family  of  IngTahnms;  of  this  conntrv.  Mr.  Ingraham  in  brmed 
me  that  his  Grandfather,   Timothy  Ingraham,   married   Sarah 
Cowoll,  the  daughter  of  an  English  lady,   of  the  name  of 
Sarah    Wilson, — that  the  father  of  this  latter  lady,   at  his 
decease,  left  a  Will,  a  copy  of  which  was  sent  to  Mr.  Timotry 
Ingraham,  in  America.     After   this  gentleman's  death,  the 
aforementioned  copy  was  left  in  the  hands  of  his  son,  Jcshu3 
Ingraham,  and  afterwards  came  into  the  possession  Simoon  in- 
graham, the  son  of  Joshua.     About  thirty-two  years  since. 


Captain  Solomon  Ingraham,  being  in  London,  and  wishing  to 
obtain  farther  information  on  the  subject,  called  upon  the 
American  Consul.  The  Consul  directed  him  to  Mr.  Erskine, 
(since  Lord  Erskine),  "who  advised  him  to  examine  the  city 
records,  and  obtain,  if  possible,  a  certificate  copy  of  the  origi- 
nal Will.  In  accordance  with  the  advice  of  Mr.  Erskine, 
Capt.  Ingraham  proceeded  to  the  City  Register's  Office  and 
found  a  record  of  the  Will-  He  then  returned  to  America, 
procured  the  copy  of  the  Will,  which  whs  in  the  possession  of 
Simeon  Ingraham.  It  was  written  on  parchment,  and  duly 
sealed.  The  Goveruor  of  Rhode  Island,  and  the  Secretary  of 
State,  both  examined  this  instrument,  and  the  latter  gentleman 
wrote  something  upon  it.  Mr.  Ingraham  also  informed  me 
that  Capt.  Ingraham,  together  with  Mr.  Moses  Vandoorn, 
went  to  Boston  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  further  informa- 
tion. They  tnere  found  a  record  of  the  marriage  of  Timothy 
Ingraham.  This  gentleman  had  three  sons  previous  to  hi3 
removing  to  Bristol,  R.  L,  at  which  place  he  and  his  wife 
died — he  on  the  30th  of  June,  1748,  in  the  89th  year  of  bis 
age,  and  she  on  the  12th  of  January,  1742,  in  the  74th  year 
of  her  age. 

Capt.  Solomon  Ingraham,  wise.*,  in  London,  ascertained  that 
such  a  disposition  of  the  property  was  made  by  tiic  will,  that 
it  did  not  vest  in  fee  until  the  fourth  generaiiun  after  the 
death  of  Mr.  Wilson. 

From  Providence  I  went  to  Bristol,  where  I  saw  Mrs. 
Gladding,  a  sister  of  Simeon  Ingraham.  iS\m  stated  to  me, 
that  she  well  recollected  of  seeing  th»r  will  in  In  r  father's 
possession,  and  of  Capt.  Solomafi  Ingraham  getting  it  from 
him. 
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I  saw  also  in  Bristol  Mrs.  Lydia  French,  formerly  an  In- 
graham — she  too  recollected  of  hearing  much  conversation  re- 
specting the  estate  in  England,  heard  of  Capt.  Ingraham  say- 
ing that  he  had  been  on  the  premises  and  said  that  the  estate 
Was  very  Large.  The  land  included  mostly  a  township,  with 
a  stream  of  water  running  through  it,  with  a  number  of  facto- 
ries thoreon. 

Before  leaving  Bristol,  T  examined  the  town  records  and 
obtaMi.'d  a  cop)-  of  the  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  of  the 
descendants  of  Timothy  and  Sarah  Ingraham.  I  then  return- 
ed to  Providence,  and  while  there  Joseph  K.  Angell,  Esq  at 
my  request*-  drew  up  an  agreement  between  me  and  the  heirs, 
by  w!i le'i  1  was  authorised  to  investigate  and  enforce,  if  possi- 
ble, their  claims.  And  if  by  my  advice  and  exertions  the 
estate  should  be  recovered,  one  quarter  part  thereof  was  to  be 
conveyed  to  me  as  a  reward  for  my  services.  A  number  of 
the  liters  signed  thi^  agreement.  I  then  called  again  upon 
Mr.  Simeon  Ingraham.  and  took  a  deposition  of  the  facts 
within  I  lis  knowledge,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy. 

'"  I  Simeon  Fjigraham.  of  Providence,  in  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island  in  the  United  States  of  America,  being  now  in  the 
82ml  year  of  my  age  and  being  engaged  according  to  law,  do 
upon  snv  soti'iun  oaiii.  testify  and  say — That  I  am  the  son  of 
Joshua  Ingraham.  that  my  grandfather  was  Timothy  Ingra- 
ham. who  mariied  Small  Cowell — that  I  was  born  in  Bristol, 
in  said  Suite  of  Rhode  Island,  and  perfectly  recollect  my 
fath-M-,  rli«;  siid  Joshua  Ingraham  and  that  my  said  father  had 
in  his  po^st'ss'on  a  certain  instrument  in  writing  upon  parch- 
ment, which  pnrp-nted  to  be  executed  by  some  person  in  the 
Kingloiuof  Great  Britain  and  which  conveyed  to  the  heirs  of 
the  said   Saruh  Wilson  tha  wife  of  Edward  Coweil,  certain 


property  and  estates  to  a  considerable  amount — that  I  was  in- 
formed by  ray  said  father  that  the  instrument  I  have  mentioned, 
was  put  into  his  hands  by  Timothy  Ingraham,  the  deponent's 
grandfather,  and  that  my  father  in  his  life  time  put  the  afore- 
said instrument  into  my  hands,  and  that  sometime  about  thirty 
years  since,  one  Cnpt.  Solomon  Ingraham  received  the  afore- 
said instrument  from  myself,  and  that  soon  afterwards  the  said 
Capt.  Solomon  Ingraham  sailed  to  England,  and  from  there  to 
the  East  Indies,  and  died,  as  I  have  been  informed,  in  Calcut- 
ta— that  this  deponent  has  never  been  able  to  learn  what  be- 
came of  the  said  instrument,  after  he  parted  with  it  as  afore- 
said, nor  does  he  know  what  became  of  the  other  papers  re- 
lative to  the  property  and  estates. 

I  am  positive  that  I  never  gave  any  person  or  persons  power 
or  authority  to  recover  or  receive  any  of  said  estates  and  prop- 
erty excepting  to  the  said  Capt.  Solomon  Ingraham.  The  de- 
ponent recollects  of  hearing  his  father,  the  said  Joshua  Ingra- 
ham, say  that  one  of  the  sons  of  the  aforesaid  Timothy,  went 
from  America  to  England  to  recover  said  estates  and  property 
during  the  old  French  war,  and  was  killed  on  ship-board  when 
on  his  way  to  England  as  aforesaid. 

The  deponent  further  saith  that  about  five  years  ago,  one 
Josiah  Leighton  applied  to  him  and  urged  him  very  hard  to 
give  the  said  Leighton,  power  and  authority  to  recover  and 
receive  said  estates  and  property,  and  this  deponent  refused 
absolutely  so  to  do.  The  deponent  declares  that  he  never 
gave  any  authority  or  license  for  that  purpose  to  said  Leightoiu 
or  any  other  person,  unless  he  did  so  to  the  aforesaid  Capt. 
Solomon  Ingraham,  and  if  said  Leighton  has  assumed  any 
sach  power  and  authority,  as  comiDg  from  me,  he  must  have 
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forged  it,  as  he  never  received  any  either  written  or  verbal 
from  me. 

I  have  been  credibly  informed,  and  am  induced  to  believe, 
that  the  estates  and  property  aforesaid,  yield  an  income  of  up- 
wards of  forty  thousand  pounds  annually. 

SIMEON  INGRAHAM," 

Providence,  ss.  State  of  Rhode  Island. 


Personally  appeared  before  me,  Jame3  W.  Fosdick,  Public 
Notary,  duly  appointed,  commissioned  and  sworn,  and  prac- 
tising in  said  Providence,  Simeon  Ingraham,  the  subscriber  to 
the  above  and  aforegoing  instrument,  and  acknowledged  the 
aame  to  be  his  free  and  voluntary  act,  hand  and  seal. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed, 
my  seal  of  Office,  at  Providence,  this  first  day  of  December, 
A.  D.  1S30. 

JAMES  W.  FOSDICK,  Puhlic  Notary. 


Further  statement  of  Smith. 

I  finally  fitted  out  for  England,  arrived  in  Liverpool  the 
26th  of  February,  took  the  mail  stage  fur  London,  and  arrived 
there  on  the  second  day  of  March,  1831.  My  first  business 
was  to  employ  some  able  English  Counsellor,  and  was  intro- 
duced to  a  Mr.  Stevens  of  London.  I  told  him  my  story, 
and  shew  him  my  authority,  signed  by  the  heirs,  and  Mr. 
Simeon  Ingraham's  deposition  ;  the  certificates  of  births,  and 
marriages,  deaths,  &c.  After  looking  over  the  paoers,  he 
asked  me  for  the  christened  name  of  Wilson,  and  at  what  time 
the  conveyance  was  made  on  parchment,  and  in  what  part  of 
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England  the  land  lay.  He  said  it  was  very  unfortunate  for 
us  that  we  did  not  know  these  very  material  points,  and  that 
if  we  should  search  the  records  we  would  be  at  great  loss  in 
not  knowing  the  siven  name  of  Wilson.  Mr.  Stevens  sent 
an  Attorney  with  me  to  the  Commons,  and  we  commenced 
about  the  year  1G7(L  and  searched  down  to  a  very  recent  date, 
but  found  no  Will  to  answer  our  purpose.  There  was  but  one 
will  recorded  in  London  that  was  made  in  York.  Mr.  Stevens 
thought  it  best  for  me  to  .return  to  America  and  obtain,  if  possi- 
ble,  the  sriven  name  of  Wilson,  the  date  of  the  Will.  Sec.  If 
I  could  discover  any  old  letter  or  any  old  book  that  had  the 
ancient  name3  in  them,  and  in  case  no  Will  or  Deed  was  ever 
found,  he  would  take  it  up  under  the  head  that  Sarah  Wilson 
was  the  only  heir  at  Law. 

I  told  Mr.  Stevens  that  I  had  been  informed  the  estate  lay 
in  York.  He  said  there  was  a  record  of  Wills  kept  in  the 
city  of  York,  in  the  high  Ecclesiastical  Court,  under  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Bishop  of  York. 

After  spending  three  days  with  Mr.  Stevens,  in  London,  I 
took  the  coach  for  York  and  after  my  arrival  I  employed 
Counsellors  Brooks  and  Bulmcr,  who  sent  a  youn?  Attorney 
wo  the  high  Perogative  Court,  and  we  began  as  in  London,  at 
lt>75,  and  searched  for  the  Will  from  Wilson  to  his  daughter 
Sarah.  We  found  the  name  of  Wilson  very  common  in  York. 
After  searching  for  some  time,  to  no  purpose,  Mr.  Bulmer 
advised  me  to  search  the  church  records  for  the  bap -ism  of 
Sarah  Wilson,  and  that  would  give  her  father's  christian  name. 
We  commenced  that  mode  of  searching,  and  found  that  there 
were  twenty-three  Parish  churches  within  the  city  of  York, 
exclusive  of  the  whole  coanty.  We  bud  nrst  to  call  on  ihe 
Priest  of  the  Parish,  who  would  send  us  to  the  clerk  of  the 
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ehurch  ;  we  then  had  to  repair  to  the  vestry,  and  there  examine 
the  records.  Sometimes  the  records  would  he  found  in  the 
houses  of  the  Priests,  where  we  would  have  to  call  a  number 
of  times  before  we  could  get  access  to  them. 

I  found  it  would  be  an  endless  job  to  discover  Wilson's 
christain  name  by  that  mode  of  searching,  and  finally  ^ave  it 
up,  and  left  York  for  Liverpool,  passing  through  Leeds,  Hali- 
fax, and  other  manufacturing  towns  in  Yorkshire.  Leeds 
answered  well  to  the  description  given  of  it  in  America  I 
was  sorry  to  return  to  America  without  some  information  re- 
specting the  property.  I  came  to  Liverpool,  and  engaged  my 
passage  to  New  York — the  ship  would  not  sail  in  ten  days. 
I  took  the  stage  and  returned  to  York  again — a  distance  of 
one  hundred  miles.  I  took  another  spell  at^  the  old  records, 
but  found  nothing.  I  found  there  was  a  record  of  Deeds  kept 
in  Wakefield.  I  took  the  stage  to  that  place,  and  examined 
all  the  Deeds  of  Wilson  in  that  place,  and  found  none  to  an- 
swer our  claim.  The  oldest  Deed  recorded  there  was  in  the 
year  1704.  From  York  I  returned  to  Liverpool,  paid  my 
passage  to  New  York,  and  arrived  there  on  the  "20th  of  April. 
From  New  York  I  went  to  Providence  and  Bristol,  related  to 
them  ray  voyage,  dec.  and  informed  them  of  the  opinion  of  all 
my  counsel  in  England — that  is  to  say,  if  their  claim  was 
good,  time  had  not  affected  it. 


Further  statement  of  Smith. 

When  I  was  in  Bristol,   Mr.  Timothy  French  and  Ichabod 

Davis,  Esq  ,   informed   me   that  they  had   been  at  Norwich, 

Conn.,  and  examined  an  old  chest  of  the  late  Capt.  Solomon 

Ingraham,  in  search  of  the  old  parchment  Will,  but  did  not 

t 
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tind  it.  I  was  shown  a  letter  at  Bristol,  dated  at  Troy,  New 
York,  from  Elizabeth  Ingraham,  wife  of  the  late  Capt.  Solo- 
mon Ingraham,  saving  she  remembered  of  her  late  husband 
havino-  a  deed  upon  ■  parchment,  and  that  he  took  it  with  him 
to  London  in  the  year  1808,  and  knew  nothing  of  a  Will  un- 
less it  was  upon  the  said  parchment.  She  recollected  that 
when  in  London,  her  late  husband  being  with  Lord  Erskine, 
and  naying;  him  a  heavy  fee  for  his  advice.  She  returned  with 
her  husband  to  New  York,  but  dees  not  know  what  became 
of  the  parchment,  &c,  but  recommended  the  heirs  to  call  on 
Mrs.  Lv  lia  Ingraham  living  in  New  Hartford  with  Mr.  Ste- 
phen Fitch,  and  thought  she  could  give  them  the  information 
required. 

After  getting  my  agreement  signed,  I  proceeded  to  Thomas- 
ton,  collected  some  more  money,  took  the  stage  and  proceeded 
to  Norwich  ;  I  there  found  that  the  widow  of  the  late  Captain 
Solomon  Ingraham  was  married  again  to  Capt.  John  Boswell, 
and  was  living  at  Norwich  Landing.  After  finding  her,  I  re- 
quested her  to  let  me  examine  her  late  husband's  papers. — 
She  said  they  had  been  repeatedly  examined,  and  there  was 
nothing  among  them  relative  to  the  English  estate.  She  in- 
formed me  that  she  accompanied  her  late  husband  to  London, 
that  he  touk  with  him  a  large  parchment,  which  she  thought 
to  be  a  Deed  in  marriage  and  a  Will  both  on  the  same  parch- 
ment. She  said  her  husband  spent  a  great  part  of  his  time 
when  in  London,  with  Mr.  Erskine,  but  what  the  event  of  his 
business  was,  she  could  not  inform  me.  Her  husband  returned 
with  her  to  New  York;  he  was  then  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Ar. 
chibaid  Gray,  of  New  York  ;  ho  soon  took  the  command  of  a 
ship  belonging  to  the  same  gentleman,  and  proceeded  to  the 
Eest  Indies,  and  died  in  Madras.      His  mother,  Mrs.  Lvdia, 
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was  then  living  in  the  same  house   with  her,  and  having  no 
children,  claimed  the  right  as  his  heir.     She  had  no  doubt,  if 
I  would  go  to  the  town  of  Clinton,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
I  would  find  Mrs.  Ingraham  living  with  her  grand  daughter, 
thejwife  of  Mr.  Stephen  Fitch  ;  she  could  give  me  all  the  in- 
formation I  required.     I  then  left  Norwich  and  proceeded  up 
the  North  River  to  Albany,    from  thence   I  passed  through 
Utica  and  arrived  at  Clinton,   which  is  about  three  hundred 
miles  from  New  York.     When  I  arrived  at  Clinton  Mr.  Fitch 
was  from  home.     I  called  upon  Mrs.  Fitch  and  was  introduced 
to  old  Mrs.  iDgraham.     I  enquired  of  her  respecting  the  pro- 
perty in  England  ;  she  said  she  knew  nothing  about  it.      After 
some  pursuasion  I  prevailed  on  her  to  let  me  examine  the  let- 
ters and  papers   of  her  late  son.     She  shew   me  a  number, 
but  I  could  find  nothing  relating  to  the  estate.     After  spend- 
ing most  of  ths   day  with  the  old  lady,  she  informed  me  that 
her  son,  when  in  England,  applied   to  a  lawyer  for   advice  ; 
that  he  returned  to  Rhode  Island,  and  his  grandfather,  Joshua 
Ingraham,  gave  him  the  old  parchment.     He   also  got  certifi- 
cates of  a  number  of  births,  marriages,  deaths,  &c..  and  took 
them  to  Mr.  Erskine,  who  filed  them  in  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
aud  that  cause  was  numbered,  as  well  as  all  that  were  riled  be 
fore  it,   and  every  cause  had  to  take  its  turn.     Her  son  in- 
tended to  make  one  more  voyage  to  the  East  Indies  and  then 
stop  going  to  sea ;  he  died  while  on  his   voyage.     Since  his 
death  the  cause  came  to  trial,   and  there  was  a  decision  in  his 
favor,  and  six  millions  of  dollars  was  recovered,  which  is  now 
lying  in  the  hands  of  the  Lord  Chancellor.     I  enquired  of 
her  how  she  knew  this.     She  said  she  knew  it  very  well,  but 
was  not  obliged  to  tell  me  or  any  one  else  ;  said  the  property 
was  her  own,  and  the  Ingrahams  never  should  have  it  as  long 
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as  she  lived,  and  supposed  after  her  death  they  would  get  it. 
I  enquired  of  Mrs.  Fitch,   her  grand  daughter,   whether  she 
had  ever  heard  that  story  before.     She  informed  me  that  she 
had  often  heard  her  grandmother  mention   the  same  circum- 
stance ;  but  how  she  came  by  the  information  she  could  not 
tell.     She  said  her  grandmother  was  very  odd  in  her  manners; 
she  might  possibly  have  papers  to   that  effect,  but  she  knew 
nothing  of  it.     She  was  brought  up  by  the  old  lady,  and  knew 
of  her  having  a  trunk  that  she  never  had  seen  the  inside  of. 
I  used  every  persuasion  with  the  old  lady  to  let  me  examine 
all  her  papers,  but  she  would  not,  and  I  had   to  return  as  I 
went.     In  New  York  I  met  with  Mr.  Stephen  Fitch  and  told 
him  I  had  been  at  his  house,  and  had  every  reason  to  believe 
the  old  lady  had  papers  in  her  possession  that   would  be   of 
great  importance  to  me,  as  well  as  to  all  the  heirs.     He  said 
he  thought  so  by  what  Mrs.   Boswell,  of  Norwich,  had  told 
him,   and   when  he  went  home  he   would  try  to   find  out.     I 
parted   with  him  and  went  to  Norwich,  and  again  asked  per- 
mission of  Mrs.  Boswell  to  see  the  papers  of  the  late  Captain 
Solomon  Ingraham,  and  was  answered  that  there  was  nothing 
among  them — the  old  lady  had  every  thing.     I  returned  home, 
mustered  up  some  more  money  and  started  ott'  again  to   see 
what  I  could  make  of  the  old  lady.     I  went  by  the  way  of 
Norwich,  and  called  again  upon   Mrs.  Boswell,  who  informed 
me  that  she  had  looked  over  the  old  papers  and  found  nothing 
respecting  the  estate  excepting  one  old  letter  from  Simeon  In- 
graham, of  Providence,  to  Capt.   Solomon  Ingraham,  of  Nor- 
wich, of  which  the  following  is  a  copy  : 
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Providence,  27  th  March,  1800. 

Dear  Sir  : — A  line  or  two  by  way  of  information  respecting 
property,  according  to  your  request,  by  way  of  your  letter 
banded  me  a  few  days  since  by  way  of  Bristol,  in  a  letter  to 
Mr.  Moses  Van  Doom,  in  whicb  you  are  enquiring  after  new 
light  to  be  thrown  on  an  old  subject.  Now,  sir,  I  will  inform 
you  of  facts  as  they  will  prove  if  ever  they  are  investigated. 

I  think  veu  have  srone  no  further  than  to  say  mv  grandfather 
Timothy  In  graham  and  his  wife  Sarah  were  lawfully  married 
at  a  certain  time  in  Bristol.  Rhode  Island.  Now,  sir.  I  will 
inform  you,  that  my  grandfather,  Timothy  Ingrabam,  married. 
Sarah  Cowell,  of  Boston,  and  further,  that  the  mother  of 
Sarah  Cowell, — that  is  to  say,  my  great  grandmother,  was  the 
daughter  of  this  very  Joseph  Wilson,  and  to  whom,  in  1616, 
the  Deed  was  made  in  marriage.  For  the  proof  of  my  great 
grandmother's  m  amaze  to  the  said  Joseph  Wilson,  in  Eng- 
land, is  a  matter  till  to  be  looked  up ;  but  I  had  some  talk 
with  old  Mrs.  Preston  and  Mrs.  Coy,  and  they  both  say  that 
my  grandmother  was  Sarah  Cowell,  and  her  mother's  name 
was  Sarah,  and  that  she  must  have  been  married  in  England  : 
so  it  is  not  to  be  doubted. 

Sir.  if  it  were  possible  for  me  to  ascertain  the  descent  of 
heirship,  to  to  a  point  that  you  wish,  the  compensation  of  one 
or  two  thousand  dollars  would  be  a  sufficient  inducement  for 
the  purpose,  but  as  you  observe,  there  is  nothing  like  being 
on  the  spot ;  and  if  you  should  think  of  going  a  voyage  to 
London  once  more,  I  will  trace  the  matter  as  far  as  it  is  pos- 
sible, but  you  will  find  it  as  I  have  stated.  You  being  on  the 
spot  may  find  by  records  the  name  of  said  Cowell  who  married 
Sarah  Wilson,  the  daughter  of  Joseph  Wilson,  and  my  great 
grandmother,  under  whom  we  claim  our  title. 
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We  are  all  well,  and  all  join  me  in  wishing  you  health  hap- 
piness and  prosperity,  with  their  love  to  Mrs.  Ingraham. — 
Give  our  best  respects  to  sister  Ingraham. 

Sir:  I  am  almost  on  the  point  with  Mrs.  Ingraham,  to  con- 
clude that  you  have  not  been  up  to  you  word,  which  you  must 
acknowledge ;  but  still  I  look  over  that,  and  still  remain  your 
friend  and  uncle. 

SIMEON  INGRAHAM. 

Sir  :  I  had  like  to  forgot  your  paper  that  came  to  hand  by 
Capt.  Cole,  for  Messrs.  Andrews  &  Perkins,  merchants, 
which  still  waits  3-our  order,  according  to  your  request. 


After  receiving  the  above  letter.  I  felt  quite  encouraged,  as 
by  thnt  I  found  out  the  christian  name  of  Wilson,  the  date  of 
the  Deed,  &c.  I  took  a  copy  of  it  and  requested  Mrs.  Bos- 
well  to  let  me  examine  the  Captain's  old  papers  ;  she  refused, 
saying  they  had  examined  them  all,  and  there  was  nothing  in 
them  relative  to  the  estate.  I  then  made  the  best  of  my  way 
to  Clinton  to  see  old  Mrs  Ingraham.  When  I  arrived  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Fitch  informed  me  that  they  had  searched  her  trunks 
and  found  nothing.  As  soon  as  the  old  lady  found  that  I 
came  on  this  errand,  she  got  in  a  great  passion,  and  said  the 
Ingrahams  should  not  have  it.  and  went  immediately  up  to 
her  room.  I  learned  from  Mrs.  Fitch  that  the  sons  of  Moses 
Van  Doom  lived  in  Brattleborough,  Vermont.  I  then  re- 
turned to  Troy,  took  the  stage  over  the  Green  Mountains  to 
Brattleborough — called  upon  the  Messrs.  Van  Doorn,  ex- 
amined all  their  father's  old  papers,  but  found  nothing  relative 
to  the  estate.  I  found  that  the  widow  of  Moses  Van  Doom 
B2 
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lived  in  Hartford.  I  took  the  stage  and  arrived  there,  but 
got  no  information.  I  then  took  the  stage  for  Norwich  to  try 
once  more  for  access  to  Capt.  Ingraham's  old  papers.  Mrs. 
Boswell  consented,  and  gathered  them  ail  on  a  large  table  in 
the  parlor,  and  gave  me  liberty  to  examine  them.  I  spent 
three  days  in  carefully  examining  them,  and  made  the  follow- 
ing discoveries : 

I  found  in  Capt.  Ingraham's  Journal,  dated  1798,  his  leav- 
ing Norwich  and  goinej  to  Providence,  Bristol  and  Newport, 
and  taking  Mr.  Van  Doom  to  Boston  with  him,  &c.  I  saw  a 
letter  of  his  dated  New  York,  Feb.,  1S03,  directed  to  his 
father-in-law,  Andrew  Perkins,  Esq.  Mr.  IngTahani  had  his 
wife  with  him  at  that  time  in  New  York ;  she  was  preparing 
to  go  with  him  to  London.  He  directed  Mr.  Perkins  to  go 
to  his  housi  in  Norwich  and  over  the  door  in  the  parlor  he 
would  find  the  key  of  his  desk,  and  open  a  draw  at  the  right 
hand  he  would  find  the  old  parchment  Deed  and  other  papers 
relative  to  tiie  English  estate,  and  take  them  to  lawyer  Hart 
in  Norwich.  This  Hr.  Hart  was  Capt.  Ingrabaut's  attorney 
upon  every  occasion,  as  appears  by  the  papers. 

The  next  discovery  wa<  in  a  letter  from  Andrew  Perkins, 
Esq.,  to  Capt.  Ingraham,  then  in  New  York,  dated  at  Nor- 
wich, 25th  Feb.  1803,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy  : 


Sir: — I  called  upon  Mr.  Hart  for  the  papers,  «ke.  He 
says  he  thinks  you  must  have  your  mother's  and  uncle  Hamil- 
ton's deposition  respecting  your  being  the  grandson  of  Capt. 
Joshua  Ingraham.  IJe  will  take  them  and  write  you  on  the 
subject.     As  you  are  going  to  London  it  may  be  as  well  for 
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you  to  carry  the  deed,  those  papers,  ice.,  with  you,  as  by  that 
means  you  may  possibly  find  out  the  solidity  of  your  claim, 
and  what  proofs  are  still  wanting.  I  would  not  advise  you  to 
be  at  much  expense  until  you  get  more  proof.  Perhaps  you 
may  find  it  best  to  sell  your  claim  when  you  get  there.  Your 
judgment  will  best  dictate,  &c. 


I  next  found  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hart,  dated  at  Norwich. 
26th  Feb.,  1803,  directed  to  Capt.  Ingraham,  at  New  York, 
in  which  he  writes  as  follows : 

As  to  your  claims  for  land  in  England,  the  papers  are  just 
handed  me,  and  I  have  ordered  a  copy  to  be  taken  of  them 
all  excepting  the  Deed,  which  from  its  ancient  spelling  ancl 
writing,  takes  some  t"me.  I  fear  I  *hali  not  be  able  to  for- 
ward it  by  the  packet  Vail,  which  sails  in  the  morning,  but  it 
will  be  forwarded  in  a  day  or  two  by  Davison.  The  letter 
from  Crowder  and  Lovie  to  TV.  Rowless,  points  out  what  is 
necessary  to  be  done.  I  should  hardly  think  your  proof  suf- 
ficient, but  it  may  answer  to  find  the  estate,  then  if  it  is  dis- 
puted you  must  bring  forward  your  action  in  England  for  the 
land,  and  procure  commissioners  appointed  to  take  affidavits 
for  the  purpose  required  in  America.  When  I  send  the  Deed 
by  Davison,  I  will  send  sufficient  documents  to  prove  that  you 
are  the  grandson  of  Joshua  Ingraham,  late  of  Bristol. 

*  ,  *  *  *  #  ri 

I  really  think  you  had  better  go  and  see  your  Yorkshire 
estate,  and  if  nothing  interferes  more  than  at  present  appears 
from  the  papers  I  do  not  see  why  you  will  not  prove  a  title 
and  also  back  rent. 
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With  due  respects  to  Mrs.  Ingraham,  I  am  your  friend  and 
obedient  servant,  W.  S.  HART. 

Norwich,  26th  Feb.  1803. 


After  getting  the  aforementioned  information,  I  thought  it 
my  duty  to  communicate  it  to  the  heirs  without  delay.  I 
wrote  to  Mr.  Gilbert  Gladding,  of  Providence,  to  appoint  a 
meeting  of  all  the  heirs  at  Bristol,  on  Saturday,  the  9th  of 
July.  I  met  them  according  to  appointment,  and  related  to 
them  what  I  had  discovered,  and  on  readiDsr  Hart's  letter, 
they  thought  it  would  add  greatly  to  our  cause  if  a  copy  of 
those  papers  could  be  procured  from  Mr.  Hart,  now  residing 
in  New  York,  and  it  was  voted  that  I  should  proceed  immedi- 
ately to  New  York,  find  out  Mr.  Hart  and  examine  his  old 
papers,  a^d  try  if  a  copy  of  the  Deed  and  other  papers  could 
be  procured,  and  accordingly  I  left  Bristol  for  New  York,  and 
arrived  there  on  Monday  the  11th,  and  spent  two  days  in 
searching  the  city  for  Mr.  Hart.  I  at  length  found  him  and 
spent  two  days  with  him  in  examining  his  old  papers,  but 
found  no  tn.ce  of  any  copies  in  his  possession  relative  to  the 
estate.  He  has  perfect  recollection  of  the  affair,  and  says 
there  was  both  a  Will  and  a  Deed  on  parchment,  and  his  opin- 
ion at  the  time  was,  that  it  would  be  recovered.  He  gave  his 
opinion  in  a  letter  directed  to  me,  which  is  as  follows : 

New  York,  loth  July,  1831. 

Isaiah  Smith,  Esq.,  Sir: — I  received  your  communication 

dated  the  Oth  instant,  enclosing  an  old  letter  written  by  me  to 

Capt.  S.  Ingraham,  dated  2Gth  Feb.,  1803,  a  part  of  which 

is  on  the  subject  of  his  claim  for  the  estate  belonging  to  the 
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Insraham  family,  in  Great  Britain.  I  well  remember  the  fre- 
quent  conversations  I  hr.d  with  the  late  Capt.  tngraharfi  on 
the  subject,  and  that  claim,  from  the  evidence  I  had  then  be- 
fore me,  I  believed  the  family  would  recover  the  estate.  Since 
his  death  I  have  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  You  requested 
me  to  give  my  opinion  relative  to  the  probability  of  recovery 
of  the  estate  by  the  In  graham  family.  As  far  as  that  can  be 
of  any  use  to  you,  you  have  already  got  it,  and  under  circum- 
stances far  better  for  your  purpose  than  anything  I  could  now 
say,  being  given  when  the  papers  were  before  me.  Captain 
Ingraham  was  not  only  my  client,  but  my  friend,  whose  inter- 
ests I  very  much  regarded.  I  also  knew  that  any  advice  I 
gave  him  would  be  regarded  by  him. 

You  see  in  my  letter  to  him  of  the  20th  of  February,  1S03, 
that  I  advised  him  to  2:0  to  England  and  pursue  it  I  then 
had,  and  now  have  no  doubt  but  he  would  have  pursued  it  ef- 
fectually, had  not  death  intervened.  I  most  sincerely  hope, 
and  doubt  not  but  the  family  will  eventually  recover  their  just 
dues,  and  if  you  continue  your  industrious  and  effectual  agency. 
these  matters  must  end  in  a  complete  victory. 

If  I  can  be  of  service  to  any  of  Capt.  Ingraham's  family. 
you  will  please  advise  me.     I  am  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  S.  HAHT. 


Boston,  21st  July,  1831. 

I  called  upon  the   British  Consul,  and  made   enquiries  re' 

specting  the  prospect  of  the  recovery  of  the  claim,  and  found 

hi3  opinion   very  favorable.     I  examined  the  Boston  city  re* 

cords  and  found  the  following  births  recorded  :     Timothy  In- 
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graham,  son  of  William  Ingraham  and  Mary  his  wife,  born 
2d  July,  1660.  Sarah  Cowcll,  daughter  of  Edward  Cowell 
and  Sarah,  his  wife,  Lorn  3d  of  April,  16G9. 

ISAIAH  SMITH. 


Providence,  April  1st,  1S56. 
About  fifty  years  past  I  was  in  Samuel  Eddy's  office  (then 
Secretary  of  State  of  Rhode  Island)  and  a  person  callinghis 
name  Solomon  Ingraham  came  in  with  a  large  parchment  of  a 
"Will  or  Deed  of  property  in  England,  and  that  said  Eddy 
took  it  and  wrote  on  the  back  thereof,  I  know  not  what. 

JOSEPH  T.  HOLROYD. 

United  States  of  America. 

The  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  \ 
Providence  Plantations.        ) 

Providence  County,  ss. 

Be  it  known,  That  in  the  city  of  Providence,  in  the 
county  and  State  aforesaid,  on  the  First  day  of  April,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-six, 
before  me,  Henry  Martin,  a  Public  Notary  for  said  county  of 
Providence,  personally  appeared  Joseph  T.  Holroyd,  to  me 
personally  known,  and  subscribed  the  foregoing  affidavit  in  my 
presence,  and  under  oath,  that  the  statements  therein  contained 
were  wholly  and  strictly  rruc. 

In  Testimony  icheneof,  I  have  hereunto  subscribed 
my  name  and  affixed  my  Notarial  Seal,  at  said  city  of  Provi- 
dence, the  day  and  year  above  written. 

HENRY  MARTIN,  Public  Notary. 


23 

United  States  of   America. 

The  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  > 
Providence  Plantations.        ) 

Secretary's  Office,  Providence,  April  3d,  1856, 
1  hereby  certify,  That  Henry  Martin,  Esq.,  before  whom 
the  annexed  acknowledgement  was  made,  and  who  has  there- 
unto subscribed  his  name,  was  at  the  time  of  so  doing,  a  pub- 
lic Notary,  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  in  and  for  the  county 
*  of  Providence,  and  as  such,  is  by  law  authorized  to  take  De- 
positions, and  the  acknowledgement  of  Deeds,  and  other  in- 
struments, and  to  administer  all  necessary  oaths ;  that  he  is 
duly  commissioned,  as  appears  of  record,  and  sworn. 

In  testimony  whereof!  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and 
affixed  the  Seal  of  the  State  aforesaid,  the  day  and  year  above 
written.  JOHN  K.  BARTLETT, 

Secretary  of  State. 


REPORT 

Of  a  Search  made  in  England  relative  to  a  Joseph  Wilson 
Property,  by  Columbus   Smith,  A.  D.,  1851-'52. 

"We  left  Liverpool  for  London  on  the  17th  of  Dec,  1851. 
Arrived  in  X^ondon  in  the  evening.  On  the  morning  of  the 
18th  we  went  in  quest  of  lodgings,  and  after  considerable 
search  we  found  very  comfortable  lodgings  in  8  Alfred  street, 
Bedford  Square,  London. 
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As  Christmas  time  is  a  very  busy  time,  when  all  parties 
seem  bent  on  pleasure,  I  concluded  it  would  be  best  not  to 
call  upon  Lord  Erskine  until  Christmas  was  fairly  over,  so  he 
could  have  no  excuse  for  not  attending  to  our  business  imme- 
diately upon  our  making  that  business  known  fn  the  mean- 
time, while  waiting  for  Christmas  to  pass,  I  thought  best  to 
search  for  the  advertisement  which  the  heirs  were  positive  had 
appeared  in  the  London  papers,  thinking  these  advertisements 
would  throw  some  light  on  the  subject;  and  perhaps  might  be 
an  advantage  to  us  in  our  first  interview  with  Lord  Erskine. 
From  the  19th  of  Dec.  to  the  31st,  inclusive,  excepting  the 
25th,  I  was  searching  in  the  Library  for  advertisements  rela- 
tive to  the  Will  of  Joseph  Wilson.  During  this  time  I  ex- 
amined the  London  Gazette  where  next  of  kin  advertisements 
|  are  usually  inserted,  from  17S5  to  1843,  inclusive.  The  Lon- 
I  don  Courier,  a  daily  paper,  1524,  '25  and  *26,  without  suc- 
cess. I  also  called  upon  ZvIr.  Alexander  and  got  a  list  of  his 
next  of  kin  collections  of  over  ten  thousand  names,  and  upon 
Deacon,  another  advertising  agent,  who  had  a  very  large  col- 
lection, and  ordered  abstracts  of  "Wilson  advertisements  in  his 
possession,  which  abstracts  I  procured  after  five  calls  upon 
him,  but  got  no  information  of  use. 

On  the  2oth  called  upon  Lyons,  an  American  agent  who 
wrote  me  he  had  an  Ingraham  claim  to  attend  to  and  ascer- 
tained from  him  that  the  parties  who  employed  him  weie  the 
Sumners,  of  Milton,  Mass.,  who  claimed  to  be  descendants  of 
Sarah  Cowell,  but  they  had  no  information  to  go  upon.  They 
did  not  even  know  by  whom  the  property  was  left,  but  Lyons 
had  been  looking  for  a  property  left  by  an  Ingraham.  I  looked 
for  Erskine's  address  and  fuund  he  had  two  given,  one  in 
Brighton  and  one  in  Scotland.     I  made  several  enquiries  ia 
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London,  at  a  club  house,  and  other  places,  to  ascertain  where 
I  could  find  his  Lordship,  whether  in  Brighton  or  Scotlatd, 
but  the  information  seemed  difficult  to  get.  Manj  knew  him, 
by  reputation,  nearly  or  quite  all  I  enquired  of.  but  did  not 
know  where  we  could  see  him. 

From  the  first  of  January  to  rhe«8th,  the  Library  was  closed, 
so  we  could  nut  then  continue  our  search,  we  therefore  took 
that  time  to  examine  the  Doctors  Commons  from  1615  to 
1730  ;  found  several  Joseph  Wilson  wills  but  not  the  one  we 
wanted.  We  found  Wilson  a  very  common  name.  During 
that  time  I  think  there  are  one  thousand  Juhn  Wil<on  wills 
recorded,  but  there  were  few  wills  of  Joseph  Wil.-on's.  We 
also  called  upon  Perry,  another  advertising  agent  in  London 
and  had  him  make  search  for  anything  he  might  have  relating 
to  Wilson  or  Ingraham,  but  found  nothing  there  hittiurr  the 
case.  From  the  8th  to  the  17th  of  January,  inclusive,  we 
were  finishing  our  examination  of  the  Courier  and  Times 
thinking  it  best  to  complete  this  before  going  to  see  Lord  E.s- 
kine,  as  we  had  commenced  it,  but  we  could  not  find  the  de- 
sired advertisement  I  ascertained  there  was  an  Erskine  a 
barrister,  in  London,  and  by  locking  at  the  Peeraee  List  I 
found  oe  was  a  grandson  Ox  the  la^c  Luid  Erskine  1  there- 
fore decided  upon  calling  upon  him  immediately,  which  I  did 
upon  the  17th  of  January.  He  informed  me  where  his  uncle 
could  be  found,  and  said  he  would  be  most  happy  to  assist  us 
in  every  way  he  could. 

I  found  an  ar'icle  in  the  London  Times  of  the  9th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1854,  speaking  of  the  will  of  Lord  Erskine,  which  was 
recorded  at  Doctors  Commons,  2d  of  January.  Administra- 
tion was  granted  to  David  Montague,  Lord  Erskine,  the  son 
and  one  of  the  residuary  legatees.  The  will  was  made  1782. 
The  personals  were  sworn  under  £10Q0. 
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The  Courier  of  the  14th  of  July,  1826,  has  the  following 
article : 

"Lady  Erskine  was  introduced  to  the  notice  of  the  Lord 
Mayor  of  London  by  a  chimney  sweep.  Sbe  was  then  suffer- 
ing. She  had  previously  lived  upon  16s.  per  week,  which 
was  allowed  her  as  the  income  of  £300  given  her  by  theKii.g. 
She  had  three  children,  the  youngest  was  then  with  her,  who 
was  ten  years  old,  and  the  eldest  who  was  in  the  army,  was 
twenty-one.  The  Lord  Mayor  gave  her  some  money  to  re- 
lieve her  immediate  wants  " 

The  Courier  of  the  17th  July,  1826,  says  : — "  The  Lord 
Mayor  has  received  for  Lady  Erskine,  from  various  parties, 
(some  from  debtors  in  prison,)  £30." 

Lady  Eiskine  was  the  daughter  of  a  respectable  tradesman 
in  London,  who  failed.  Lord  Erskine  after  the  death  cf  his 
fir*t  wife  became  acquainted  with  her  and  courted  her  as  a 
gvntlenaan,  in  a  feigued  name.  He  subsequently  married  her 
according  to  the  laws  of  Scotland,  by  acknowledging  her  his 
wife  "     Similar  notices  appear  in  the  Times  of  tne  same  date. 

In  the  Times  of  the  29th  of  Nov.,  1826,  is  a  report  in  the 
Vice  Chancellor's  Court  of  the  case  Lady  Erskine  vs.  Lord 
Erskine  and  others,  praying  that  £10.037  l^s.  Od,  now 
standing  in  the  name  of  trustees,  be  transferred  to  the  account 
of  the  Accountant  General  for  the  purpose  of  being  applied 
according  to  the  provisions  of  a  deed  executed  by  Lord  Ers- 
kine at  Gretna  Green,  1*18,  securiug  to  Lady  Erskine  £300 
per  year  during  her  life,  instead  of  dower. 

He  afterwards  applied  for  a  divorce  on  the  ground  of  her 
adultery,  but  having  been  convinced  of  her  innocence,  with- 
drew his  application.     He  died  Nov.  1823. 
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It  here  appears  his  late  Lordship's  estates  iii  Sussex  were 
conveyed  to  trustees  for  the  benefit  of  creditors.  The  request 
of  Lady  Erskine  in  this  case  was  granted. 

From  the  accounts  which  appeared  in  the  public  papers  it 
is  evident  the  Lord  Erskine  had  many  faults,  and  tbat  he  did 
not  possess  a  large  property. 

After  seeing  Lord  Erskine  and  hearing  him  talk  so  fairly, 
■we  had  so  much  expectation  of  soon  getting  possession  of  the 
papers,  that  we  did  not  immediately  exert  ourselves  to  get  in- 
formation in  other  places,  hoping  every  day  to  bear  be  bad 
found  the  Will  which  would  be  our  guide  ;  but  as  he  disap- 
pointed us  from  time  to  time,  as  related  in  the  notes,  I  thought 
best  to  search  while  waiting  for  him,  in  every  place  where  I 
thought  there  might  be   a  possibility  of  gaining  Information. 

I  examined  all  the  books  in  the  British  Library,  which  I 
thought  might  throw  light  upon  the  case,  such  as  Burke's 
"  History  of  the  Landed  Gentry  of  England,"  where  I  found 
several  Wilson  family  genealogies,  but  no  mention  of  Joseph 
Wilson.  I  found  here  a  long  genealogy  of  Redgrave  Hail, 
which  I  copied.  I  examined  Whitaker's  history  of  Yorkshire, 
a  very  large  work,  giving  many  family  genealogies,  Baine's 
Northamptonshire,  fchaw  s  Staffordshire,  Hoare's  xdodern 
Wiltshire,  and  nearly  all  the  other  County  Histories,  but  I 
found  nothing  relating  to  the  estate  left  by  Joseph  Wilson,  or 
to  Joseph  Wilson. 

In  Bridge's  Northamptonshire,  I  found  mention  made  of 
one  Joseph  Wilson,  who  was  a  minister  of  Willy,  and  died 
1702.  I  found  in  Whitaker'3  history  of  Leeds  a  very  long 
genealogy  of  a  Wilson  family,  but  no  mention  was  there  made 
of  a  Joseph  Wilson.  I  examined  Xeaie's  views  of  Gentle- 
men's seats  in  Englaid,  an  extensive  work,   Watt's   Biblio- 
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theca,  ami  many  other  works  of  a  similar  natuie,  but  could  find 
in  them  nothiug  relating  to  the  ease.  I  examined  Lcd^e  s, 
Collin's,  Dug'lale's,  lumber's  and  Banke's  works,  also  Burke's 
Extinct  and  Dormant  Peerage  and  Ban  netcbs,  but  fuund 
nothing  of  use.  I  examined  the  different  Magazines  and 
works  of  that  class  with  no  success.  Not  bavin <r,  been  sue- 
cessful  in  finding  any  thing  relating  to  the  case  among  the 
printed  works,  L  turned  my  attention  to  examining  the  various 
manuscripts  deposited  in  the  British  Library.  But  here,  after 
making  a  lengthy  search  I  was  obliged  to  give  up  without 
having  been  able  to  s;ain  any  information  relative  to  the  sub- 
ject  of  my  enquiry. 

Anions;  the  Heraldic  visitations  of  the  different  counties  of 
England  where  the  genealogies  of  all  the  principal  families 
in  England  are  given,  I  thought  there  was  a  fair  chance  to 
find  mention  made  of  Joseph  Wilson,  but  after  looking 
through  the  visitations  of  all  the  counties  and  finding  no  men- 
tion nade  of  him,  I  began  to  fear  I  should  not  be  able  to  get 
track  of  him  from  any  source.  I  found  many  Wilson  family 
genealogies  which  I  copied,  supposing  they  might  aid  me, 
possibly,  in  further  search,  but  I  will  not  insert  them  here,  as 
I  uhuk  iney  can  be  of  no  material  interest  to  the  claimants. 
While  making  this  examination,  I  made  many  other  enquiries 
out  of  the  Library.  I  tried  from  three  other  advertising 
agents  to  get  an  advertisement  relative  to  J'  seph  Wilson,  but 
could  fret  nothing  relating:  to  him.  I  went  to  the  London 
Time.-  Office,  where  they  have  a  collection  of  advertisements, 
but  found  nothing  to  the  case  there.  I  called  upon  Gist  & 
Hoffman,  two  American  Agents  who  have  attended  some  to- 
looking  alter  estates  of  a  similar  nature.  Hoffman  did  not 
know  as  lie  had  ever  heard  of  the  Estate,  but  Gist  had,    and. 
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said  he  was  requested  by  some  Ingrabams  in  Missouri,  to  in- 
vestigate the  matter,  but  lie  had  never  attended  to  it.  I  wrote 
to  the  Ingrahams  in  Missouri  but  received  from  them  no  an- 
swer. I  went  to  Caruberwell  to  see  Chambers  whom  Glad- 
ding employed  in  185'J  to  make  some  examinations  for  him. 
but  he  had  removed  to  Ireland. 

Made  inquiries  at  the  Chancery  Office  to  see  if  there  was 
any  chance  to  get  any  information  there  relative  to  the  prop- 
erty with  the  indefinite  information  we  possessed;  found  there 
was  not.  I  consulted  in  this  case  three  different  Attorneys, 
who  agreed  with  me,  that  if  the  property  had  gone  into  pos- 
session of  the  Government,  the  chances  for  recovery,  providing 
we  could  make  out  our  claim,  would  be  fair,  but  two  of  them 
thought  if  it  was  not  so  situated  but  was  in  the  hands  of  pri- 
vate persons,  the  American  claimants,  after  this  lapse  of  time, 
could  not  recover  it;  but  the  other  Solicitor  thought  the  email 
would  save  the  statute  of  limitations  running  against  the 
claimants.  Here  might  a  question  arise  which  a  suit  alone 
could  decide. 

After  Erskine's  search,  or  pretended  search  had  been  made 
as  related  in  the  notes,  finding  nothing  favorable,  1  concluded 
to  proceed  immediately  to  Yorkshire,  and  see  if  any  informa- 
tion could  there  be  found  relating:  to  the  case.  V\  e  started 
for  Leeds  by  way  of  Hull,  the  25th  of  March  and  arrived  on 
the  27th.  By  inquiry  we  ascertained  no  records  were  kept 
in  Lneds,  but  all  records  of  Wills  were  in  York.  We  pro- 
ceeded to  York  immediately,  but  did  not  make  search  of  the 
records  until  Monday  29th.  This  day  we  examined  the 
County  registers  at  York,  from  1614  to  1731,  for  the  Will  of 
Joseph  Wilson  who  left  property  to  his  daughter  Sarah  and 
her  issue.      During  this  time  we  found  eight   Will*  recorded 
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made  by  Juseph  Wilson,  neither  of  which  was  the  Will  de- 
sired. All  these  Wills  appeared  to  have  been  made  by  per- 
sons possessing  very  little  property,  and  I  think  in  no  case 
any  real  estate.  We  were  informed  at  this  Office  that  Wills 
of  persons  owning  property  in  Yorkshire,  even  if  proved  at 
Doctors  Commons,  London,  would  be  recorded  here  or  at  the 
Office  of  the  Dean  and  Chapter,  situated  also  in  York,  and 
that  they  could  be  found  in  no  other  place  over  one  hundred 
years  old.  We  went  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter  Office  and 
there  examined  the  books  of  five  different  divisions  in  the 
County,  there  recorded,  from  1614  to  173G.  inclusive  ;  found 
nothing  relative  to  the  case.  We  were  here  informed  we  hud 
looked  at  all  places  where  there  was  a  chance  for  us  to  find  the 
Will  recorded.  They  also  informed  us  the  same  as  we  were 
informed  at  Doctors  Commons,  that  if  the  Will  related  to- 
real  Estate^  it  might  not  havo  been  recorded,  for  it  was  net 
necessary. 

On  returning  to  Leeds   I  made  inquiries   relative    to  this 
property,  but  could  get  no  clue  to  it.     I  found  there  a  Wilson 
street,  but  upon  inquiry  found  the  street  was  a  comparatively 
new  street  and  had  not  been  so  named  thirty  years.     This  street 
besides  very  much  other  property  in  that  vicinity,   belongs  to 
the  late    Mayor  of  Leeds,  now  a  candidate   for   Parliament. 
I  called  upon  Baines,    the    historian,   now  proprietor   of  the 
Leeds  Mercury.     He  seemed  very  willing  to  give    me  every 
information  he  could,  but  said  he  could  give    me  no  informa- 
tion on  the  subject    of  my  inquiry.     He    advised   me   to  call 
upon  an  old  Attorney,  Mr.  Tottic  of  Leeds,  who  used  to  em- 
ploy Lord  Erskine  to  do  business  for  him  when   Erskine  was 
Barrister.     He    said   Mr.  T<  ttic    was  one  of  the  oldest   and 
most  intelligent  men  in  Leeds,   and  if  any    one  there    could 
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give  ine  any  information  respecting  Joseph  Wilson  or  the 
property  he  left,  he  thought  Mr.  Tottic  was  the  man.  I  ac- 
cordingly railed  upon  Mr.  Tottic  of  Albion  Street.  I  found 
him  as  represented,  old  and  intelligent.  Re  said  he  used  to 
know  Erskine,  the  late  Lord,  and  had  employed  him  to  do 
business  for  him,  but  he  never  heard  of  this  case  before.  He 
gaid  he  was  quite  sure  rfo  such  Estate  was  about  Leeds.  I 
called  upon  several  Wil>ocs  in  Leeds,  but  could  gain  of  them 
no  information.  I  got  an  introduction  to  the  Librarians  of 
Leeds  and  there  examined  old  maps  and  works,  but  could 
get  no  clue  to  the  desired  property.  I  went  to  see  the  Par- 
ish Clerk  of  the  Old  Par^h  at  Leeds,  to  see  if  I  could  not 
find  books  which  would  show  who  paid  poor  rates  two 
hundred  years  ago,  but  he  said  there  were  no  such  books  at 
the  church  or  in  his  possession.  He  said  he  thought  I  might 
procure  such  things  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor.  I  called 
upon  them  and  they  said  they  had  nothing  over  one  hundred 
years  old.     These  of  course  would  be  of  no  use. 

I  heard  in  Leeds  there  had,  not  many  years  since,  been  a 
trial  for  a  large  estate  situated  not  many  miles  from  Leeds. — 
I  took  the  trouble  to  inquire  out  some  parties  interested  in  this 
case,  supposing  there  might  be  a  chance  for  this  t  >  he  the 
game  property  I  was  looking  after.  I  found  this  case  was  an 
old  one  ;  the  property  was  left  by  will  two  hundred  years 
since.  A  younger  brother,  while  the  elder  was  abroad,  had 
taken  j  ossession  and  kept  it.  and  the  records  had  been  so  de- 
stroyed that  the  identity  of  the  elder  brother  couVl  not  be  made 
out.  I  searched  in  Leeds  until  I  became  fully  convinced 
there  was  no  chance  of  gaining  information  without  I  could 
get  the  Will  for  a  iruide  So  I  returned  to  London  and  on 
the  5th  of  April  we  went  to  Bayswater.     Evans  informed  us 
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Cox  had  found  two  more  boxes  of  papers  at  Lady  Richards, 
Erskine's  daughter,  which  he  had  examined,  and  although  he 
found  many  Wills,  he  did  not  find  the  desired  one.  He  said 
the  papers  were  now  all  examined,  and  he  urged  us  to  leave 
both  with  him  and  Cox,  our  American  address,  for,  he  said, 
"  if  Erskine  should  happen  to  be  taken  away,  we  could  not 
tell  what  might  turn  up.  Erskine  was  an  old  man,  and  one 
could  not  tell  what  was  in  his  head,  though  he  could  not  see 
of  what  use  the  papers  could  be  to  him."  I  have  no  doubt 
but  Evans  thinks  Lord  Erskine  may  now  have  the  papers. — 
We  called  upon  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  at  Whitehall. 
to  ascertain  whether  the  property  had  gone  into  the  possession 
of  the  Crown.  He  said  he  could  give  us  no  information  on 
so  old  a  case.  We  informed  him  where  we  had  examined, 
and  he  said  he  knew  of  no  other  place  where  we  might  get 
information,  only  at  the  Petty  Bag;  Office  in  Chancery  Lane, 
where  a  record  of  the  properties  which  had  escheated  to  the 
Crown  was  kept.  We  went  to  the  Petty  Bag  Office  and  ex- 
amined the  records  there,  but  could  not  find  the  name  of 
Joseph  Wilson  mentioned.  We  saw  the  property  of  one 
Elizabeth  Wil>on  of  Middlesex  had  escheated.  The  Solicitor 
of  the  Treasury  as  well  as  the  officer  at  the  Petty  Bag  Office, 
said  it  wasn't  necessary  a  Will  of  Keal  Estate  should  be 
recorded.  So  in  this  case  the  Trustees  who  must  be  appointed 
to  take  charge  of  the  Estate  might  have  sent  a  copy  to  the 
States,  keeping  the  original  in  their  hands,  when  of  course 
there  would  be  no  chance  to  get  any  thing  relative  to  the 
Estate  from  the  records.  Most  likely  these  parties  have  kept 
in  possession  of  the  Estate,  so  there  now  appeared  to  be  no 
chance  to  find  the  property,  only  by  getting  the  Will  which 
was  left  with  Erskine    in  1803.  and  this  certainly,  at  present 
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cannot  be  got.      The  following  was  sent  to  the  parties  na  ue ••  : 

8  Alfred  St.,  Bedford  Square,  London,  April  10,  1S52. 

Mr.  S.  Cox,  27  St.  George's  Road,  Brighton,  Sussex,  aid 
Mr.  P.  Evans,  7  Queen's  Koad,  Bayswater, 

Dear  Sirs  : — Should  anything  happen  by  which  Lord  Ers- 
kine's  papers  may  he  again  examined,  we  hope  you  wiu  bear 
in  mind  our  business,  and  should  the  desired  Will,  or  other 
papers  relating  to  the  case,  be  found,  we  hope  you  will  notify 
us  immediately  of  the  same.  This  Will  was  made  by  one 
Joseph  Wilson,  as  we  think,  after  IGGG,  and  leaves  a  large 
property  to  his  descendants,  to  the  descendants  of  his  daugh- 
ter Sarah,  who  married  a  Cowell.  Upon  the  outside  of  this 
Will  may  be  found  something  written  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
State  of  Rhone  Island,  about  A.  D.,  1802.  Lord  Erskine 
has  a  printed  statement  of  this  case,  which  we  left  with  him 
on  our  first  interview  with  him,  last  January.  Mr.  Gladding 
says  if  you  will  find  and  procure  these  documents  for  him  and 
inform  him  of  the  same,  he  will  pay  you  £20  as  soon  as  he 
can  get  possession  of  the  documents,  and  double  that  sum  when 
the  property  is  recovered. 

Should  you  be  so  fortunate  as  to  find  these  documents,  wc 
wish  you  to  write  both  of  us  immediately.      Add; ess 
Gilbert  R    Gladding,   Providence,  R.  L,  U.  S.   A.,  and 
Columbus  Smith,  West  Salisbury,  Vt.,  LT.  S.  A. 

Very  respectfully,*  SMITH  &  GLADDING. 

I  will  here  state  in  making  this  examination,  I  have  been 
greatly  assisted  by  Mr.  Gladding,  who  stuck  by,  and  gave 
his  personal  attention  to  the  matter  during  the  whole  investi- 
gation, until  there  seemed  no  hope  left  to  get  any  information 
relative  to  the  case. 
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NOTES. 

On  the  19th  of  Jan.,  1852,  we  went  by  railroad  to  Brigh- 
ton but  did  not  see  Lord  Erskine  until  the  120th.  We  stated 
to  him  our  business,  \vhnn  his  Lordship  observed  :  ''He  would 
with  pleasure  assist  us  in  every  way  he  could  ;  that  he  had  not 
the  least  doubt  but  he  should  be  able  to  find  the  desired  docu- 
ments if  they  were  in  the  possession  of  his  father,  for  he  had 
never  destroyed  any  papers  left  by  his  father,  but  he  and  his 
brother,  after  the  death  of  his  father,  looked  them  over  and 
sorted  thein,  but  destroyed  nothing  which  was  of  the  least 
importance.  They  were  then  all  boxed  up  and  placed  in  a 
safe  in  London,  where  they  remained  for  over  twenty  years, 
while  he  was  in  France  and  Germany  ;  that  since  then  they 
had  been  kept  at  a  room  of  his  in  London,  where  he  would 
certainly  go  and  examine  them  immediately  ;  that  he  should 
be  going  to  London  on  Thursday  or  Friday  and  would  then 
make  the  examination."  He  said  he  did  not  wish  to  raise 
our  expectations  too  much  but  it  seemed  to  him  as  though  he 
could  recollect  seeing  such  papers  as  we  spoke  of,  when  he 
Was  looking  over  Lis  father's  papers.  He  took  pen  and  ink 
and  requested  Mr.  Gladding  to  state  to  uiiu  how  he  proposed 
to  make  himself  entitled  to  the  property  left  by  the  testator, 
Wilson.  Mr.  Gladding  then  rehearsed  his  genealogy,  which 
his  Lordship  copied,  and  when  he  concluded  remarked, — "My 
God,  you  do  make  out  yourself  interested,  and  what  a  property. 
It  is  most  remarkable  you  did  not  attend  to  this  before.  Res' 
assured  I  will  attend  to  this  matter  immediately,  and  will  as- 
sist you  in  every  way  I  can,  and  my  nephew  in  London,  (who, 
by  the  by,  is  one  of  the  cleverest  barristers  in  London,)  wil\ 
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readily  assist  you  in  every  way  he  can."  He  took  our  address 
and  agreed  to  write  us  as  soon  as  he  could  make  the  desired 
search. 

5th  of  Fetraary. — Having  heard  nothing  fiom  Lord  Erskine 
according  to  his  promise,  we  feared  he  might  have  lost  our  ad- 
dress. I  then  called  upon  his  nephew  in  London,  and  stated 
the  case  to  him.  He  advised  me  to  write  his  uncle  and  state 
to  him  we  were  waiting  his  motion. 

Concluding  by  this  time  he  could  not  think  us  improperly 
hurrying  him  if  we  should  call  upon  him  to  find  out  the  result 
of  his  search,  we  called  at  his  house- in  Bayswater,  London,  on 
the  6th  of  February,  but  did  not  find  him  in.  We  went  again 
on  the  7th  and  saw  his  Lordship.  He  appeared  as  friendly  as 
at  the  first  interview  ;  renewed  his  offers  to  assist  us,  and  ajxain 
remarked  that  he  had  ail  papers  and  documents  left  l-y  his 
father  and  had  destroyed  nothing.  He  said  the  most  of  his 
papers  were  in  a  box  or  boxed  at  his  son  in  law's,  who  had 
been  absent  for  the  last  few  days,  but  he  would  have  these  pa- 
pers searched  immediately,  even  if  he  was  obliged  to  Ueak 
the  lock  or  locks  ;  and  he  says :  I  now  assure  you  the  esami* 
nation  shall  be  made  in  days,  by  which  we  understood  him  to 
mean  it  should  not  be  weeks. 

March  5th. — Called  again  to  see  Lord  Erskiue  at  ]>ays- 
water,  but  was  informed  he  had  not  yet  returned,  but  that  hif 
Lordship  was  coming  to  London  on  Monday  next,  and  uai 
going  to  bring  his  brother  to  examine  the  papers,  which  were 
at  bis  son-in-law's,  as  he  had  not  yet  made  the  examination  ; 
that  if  we  would  call  next  Tuesday  morning  we  should  ^ee  bim. 

March  9th. — Called  to  see  Lord  Erskine  at  his  huuse  at 
Bayswater.  We  found  him  in  a  jzreat  hurry  to  go  out,  l-u?  in- 
vited  us  to  ride  with  him  in  his  carriage  to  Westminster,  nj  he 
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could  have  time  to  talk  with  us.  He  said  he  had  been  to  his 
son-in-law's  hut  did  nor  tind  tbe  bos  he  expected,  but  thought 
it  was  at  a  depot  in  London,  or  at  Bri^htou,  and  he  would  cer- 
tainly attetd  to  looking  after  the  Will  this  week  ;  that  he  had 
uafortii  itely  b-jjii  vnry  0  isy  ror  several  w^eks  past  at  the 
House  of  Lords,  ;<ud  attending  to  a  subject  of  constructing  a 
telegraph  front  England  to  Ireland,  but  would  ceitainly  take 
time  to  attend  to  tni^,  and  requested  us  to  call  upon  him  again 
on  Friday  at  9  o'clock,  A.  M. 

March  12th. — We  called  again  upon  his  Lordship  Erskine 
in  Bayswater,  at  9  o'clock  according  to  agreement.  We 
f.»und  he  had  returned  from  Brighton  only  on  the  evening  of 
the  11th.  and  he  had  made  no  examinat.on  of  his  papers.—*" 
He  said  he  had  been  ill  for  three  days  past,  but  would  then 
examine  the  box  of  papers  in  his  room.  He  opened  the  box 
and  examiner)  them,  but  found  they  were  exclusively  private 
papers  of  his  own  and  some  of  his  father's. 

I  was  fully  convinced  they  were  not  in  that  box.  He  said 
he  h^d. been  to  his  son-in-rlaw's  and  could  not  find  there  the  box 
that  he  expected  to  find  ;  but  thought  this  box  was  at  a  depot 
in  London,  which  he  would  have  examined  by  his  servant, 
who  was  now  in  Brighron.  That  he  would  delay  the  matter 
no  longer, — but  would  have  his  servant  come  up  on  Monday, 
and  examine  thoroughly  all  the  boxes,  that  his  daughter  would 
examine  thoroughly  all  the  boxes  at  their  house,  and  if  he  had 
tbe  Will  it  should  be  found,  and  requested  us  to  call  again  on 
Wednesday  next. 

We  at  this  time  saw  and  had  a  conversation  with  Mr  Evans, 
the  man  with  whom  Erskine  stops,  who  informed  us  that 
Erskine  was  old  (near  80),  and  rather  childish,  and  we  should 
push  the  matter  hard  or  we  should  get  no  search  made,  for 
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as  soon  as  we  were  out  of  sight,  our  business  was  thougH  no 
more  of  i»v  his  Lordship,  Fie  advised  us  to  <'all  down  on 
Tue-day  morning,  and  see  the  servant,  whom  he  tho  ight  would 
press  tire  business,  and  by  ins  influence  with  bi>  master,  we 
misht  tret  a  search  made.  He  said  we  were  not  the  first  who 
had  been  there  after  Deeds  and  Wills,  and  he  hat]  known  some 
claimants  to  call  time  after  time  for  a  year  without  then  hav- 
ing had  a  search  made  tie  also  said  he  had  never  known  of 
bat  i»ue  claimant  wiio  found  his  papers,  among  the  many 
who  had  been  there  after  num. 

March  17. — Called  again  upon  Erskine  at  Bay.-water. 
He  said  he  had  forgotten  that  he  had  agreed  to  see  us  on  this 
day  :  but  be  certainly  was  busy  to-day,  a^  he  was  chairman  of 
a  committee  for  the  reform  of  the  Chancery  Court,  which  met 
to-d:iy  in  the  Strand  ;  but  he  would  certainly  send  fur  his  ser- 
vant to-day  to  come  up  from  Liiighton,  and  to-morrow  he 
8:.o aid  examine  all  the  boxes  in   our  presence,  at  !2i   o'clock. 

Marc  IS. — Went  to  Bayswater  according  to  agreement. 
Remained  there  until  ufier  three  o'clock,  but  neither  Erskine 
nor  his  servant  were  there  as  he  had  agreed  they  should  be. 
Mrs.  Evans  said  he  had  not  written  for  his  servant  to  come 
up  trow  jji.gaLuu,  out  ne  sum  ue  \>ouiu.  wait  until  Jxunuay, 
and  would  then  have  his  servant  come  up.  ihe  said  she  o£ 
fered  to  bring  out  the  boxes  and  look  them  all  over,  as  she 
had  done  in  another  case,  where  a  man  was  trjing  for  seven 
years  to  get  a  will  wh'ch  was  in  possession  of  his  Loidship, 
and  at  length  she  found  it  for  him.  He,  Erskine,  agreed  to 
let  her  bring  out  the  boxes  and  turn  out  all  the  papers.  She 
brought  out  th.j  boxes,  and  he  then  said  he  would  not  attend 
to  it,  but  would  leave  it  until  Monday.  He  says,  damn  the 
papers,   I  have  not  time  to  bother  with  them.    "She  said  he 
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had  forgotten  where  he  left  two  of  his  boxes  of  papers,  but 
she  knew  they  were  where  he  lodged  live  or  six  years  a<"0, 
for  the  woman  where  he  left  them  wished  her  to  teii  his  Lord- 
ship to  come  and  get  the  boxes,  and  pay  for  storing  them. 

Mrs.  Evuus  asied  him  why  he  did  not  nave  the  papers  ex- 
amined, if  on  no  other  account,  to  get  rid  of  us  'i  lie  said 
he  had  so  much  important  business  to  attend  to  he  could  not. 
She  recollected  his  Lordship  received  my  letter  lasst  summer, 
and  he  then  remarked,  he  ought  to  answer  it.  Mr  Evans 
advised  us  to  follow  him  up  cio^e,  or  we  should  not  get  even 
the  least  search  made;  he  said  that  last  evening,  Erskme 
said  he  wished  him  to  take  a  letter  for  the  servant  to  the  post, 
early  this  morning,  for  to  have  his  servant  come  up  to  Li-mion, 
and  look  for  our  papers  ;  that  ho  accordingly  went  up  to  his  j 
room  to  get  the  letter,  but  his  Lordship  had  not  written  it. 
He  said,  "  Damn  it,  1  will  not  bother  myself  about  it  until 
Monday  ;   I  have  not  time."  ; 

March  19th,  we  called  again  to  s^e  Lord  Eiskine.  Mrs.  % 
Evans  said  she  had  persuaded  him  to  wrire  to  his  servant  to  I 
come  up  on  Monday,  which  he  did,  and  she  posted  the  letter. 
3Iy  Lord  said  he  came  in  soon  after  we  left  on  yesterday.  Lie 
said  he  would  agam  promise  as,  and  would  not  dec  ivc  us 
Bgain.  His  servant  should  be  up  on  M<  uday.  and  should 
turn  out  all  his  papers  and  examine  them,  and  if  the  Will  was 
in  his  possession  it  should  be  in  ours  He  requested  us  to 
call  on  Monday  at  3  o'clock,  when  his  servant  should  be 
there  and  ready  to  attend  to  the  search. 

March  22d,  went  to  Lord  Erskine's  at  3  o'clock  P.  M.« 
found  his  Lordship  had  not  come  up,  but  had  sent  his  servant 
with  his  keys,  with  orders  to  search  the  boxes.  When  we  get 
there  we  found  him  searching  for  the  Will,  and  had    been 


39 

searching  three  hours  ;  but  Lord  Erskine  had  said  nothiDg  to 
him  about  our  being  present  at  the  search,  as  he  had  told  us 
•we  should  be.  The  servant  said  his  Lordship  had  told  him  to 
search  all  the  boxes  there,  and  he  would  be  up  to  London  at 
6  o'clock  this  day,  and  he  would  have  his  other  boxes  brought 
there,  and  those  searched  also  ;  and  his  Lordship  said  ho 
wished  we  would  call  ag;dn  at  4  o'clock  on  Wednesday,  24th, 
when  the  whole  search  should  be  made. 

On  the  24th,  went  to  Ba^swater  ;  Lord  Erskine  was  not 
there  as  he  agreed  to  be.  His  servant  said  he  had  searched 
everything  he  knew  of  and  could  not  find  the  desired  docu- 
ments. He  said  he  had  been  busy  three  days  ;  but  we  were 
aware  he  had  not  searched  more  than  he  might  have  done  in 
four  or  five  hours  hard  work.  He  said  Lord  Erskine  had 
other  boxes  of  papers,  but  he,  Cox,  did  not  know  where  they 
were,  but  he  would  go  to  Lady  Richards,  Erskine's  daughter, 
and  see  if  he  could  find  other  boxes  there,  and  if  he  could, 
would  search  them.  I  gave  him  and  Mr.  Evans  who  assisted 
him,  with  Evans'  wife,  £2,  and  offered  him  if  he  would  find 
the  Will  &c,  for  us,  £b  more.  He  promised  to  use  his  best 
endeavors  to  find  them,  and  would  write  us  if  he  succeeded. 
I  thought  they  ail  seemed  tu  doaot  Erskine  a  little,  and  re- 
quested us  to  leave  our  address  with  them  both,  so  if  any 
thing  should  turn  up  in  the  future,  they  could  write   us. 

What  I  have  written  upon  these  four  sheets  of  note  paper, 
marked  1,  2,  3,  4,  is  true  strictly,  and  it  would  be  useless  to 
remark  upon  Lord  Erskine's  character  or  conduct  in  this  mat- 
ter ;  his  words  as  written  above,  show  that  plainly.  I  do 
not  know  as  I  can  account  for  his  unaccountable  conduct, 
in  this  matter,  in  any  other  way  more  reasonably  than  by  sup- 
posing his  Lordship  in  possession  of  the  papers,  and  desiring 
for  some  unaccountable  reason  to  withhold  them. 
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While  riding  with  Lord  Erskine  to  Westminster  on  the  9th 
of  March,  I  remarked  to  him  that  we  had  had  the  curios- 
ity to  inquire  of  a  clairvoyant  concerning  the  Will,  and  that 
she  described  it  as  being  in  a  room  where  there  were  several 
paintings,  one  in  particular,  was  a  portrait  of  a  young  man 
who  had  a  cigar  between  his  fingers  ;  that  you  had  to  go  up  13 
steps  to  get  to  the  room,  and  that  the  Deed  was  in  a  small  tin 
box,  which  was  in  a  large  wooden  one,  and  that  the  small  tin 
box  was  locked  with  a  small  lock.  The  old  man  appeared  to 
be  much  agitated  and  seemed  at  first  not  to  wish  to  understand 
the  manner  the  case  .vas  stated  He  appeared  to  sit  very  un- 
easy and  changed  countenance  ;  finally  says,  "  My  God,  it  is 
a  most  wonderful  thing  ;  I  never  will  disbelieve  any  thing  I 
may  hear  again,  let  it  be  ever  so  improbable.  As  to  the  por- 
trait, that  is  correct,  and  there  is  certainly  a  tin  box  in  the 
inside  of  the  large  one,  in  my  room,  but  it  is  filled  with  my 
private  papers,  and  I  should  not  wonder  if  there  were  thirteen 
stairs."  He  appeared  to  be  somewhat  agitated  during  our 
whole  ride,  and  kept  often  speaking  of  the  wonderful  relation, 
and  said,  "  If  this  is  the  case,  no  one  can  be  safe,  for  they 
can  track  him  every  where.  If  this  is  so,  all  I  want  is,  to 
•tuJy  into  the  nature  of  it  and  then  die,  for  I  should  wish  to 
live  no  longer." 

March  16th.  Called  down  to  Bayswater  to  see  if  his  Lord- 
ship had  returned  with  his  servant  according  to  agreement, 
but  found  he  had  not.  Saw  Mr.  Evans  who  sometimes  ap- 
pears to  act  as  his  servant,  and  he  said  he  thought  his  Lord- 
ship had  treated  us  shamefully,  and  when  he  left  on  Sunday 
last,  he  said  he  should  not  be  ro  London  again  until  Thursday 
next,  and  then  should  probably  not  be  in  Bayswater.  He 
said  he  knew  there  had  been  a  tin  box  in  this  large  box,  which. 
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was  in  his  Lordship's  room,  which  large  box  was  the  one  he 
pretended  to  examine  when  we  last  saw  him.  The  old  man 
then  remarked,  "  You  see  there  is  no  tin  box  here  as  the  clair- 
voyant said.  This  he  said  while  be  was  examining  the  box.r' 
Mr.  Evans  said  he  believed  his  Lordship  bad  removed  the  tin 
box. 

March  17th.  Called  again  at  Erskine  ?s  ;  was  met  by  Ev- 
ans and  informed  that  his  Lordship  had  returned,  but  his  ser- 
vant had  not  come  up.  He  said  he  had  a  plan  he  thought 
would  work,  and  he  would  see  us  again,  after  we  had  seen 
him  and  ascertained  what  his  Lordship  said.  He  said  he  and 
his  wife  found  the  tin  box  which  had  been  taken  out  of  the 
chest.  After  we  had  seen  Lord  Erskine,  we  told  Evans  what 
his  Lordship  agreed  to  do,  and  he  then  said  if  Cox  would  come 
up,  we  should  get  our  papers. 

Mrs.  Evans  told  us,  as  we  were  going  up  to  soe  Lord  Ers- 
kine, we  must  press  him.  She  said  she  had  told  him  we  knew 
the  papers  were  in  the  house. 

Thomas  Erskine  is  the  eldest  son  of  the  present  Lord  Ers- 
kine. The  next  heir  presumptive  to  the  title  after  Thomas, 
who  has  no  children,  is  Wm.  Macknorton  Erskine,  now  a  child. 

COLUMBUS  SMITH. 

York,  20th  March,  1852. 
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THE  NEWSHAM  PROPERTY. 

As  a  number  of  English  people  have  reported  in  America 
the  Temple  Xewsham  property  as  the  Ingraham  property,  I 
insert  this  notice  that  the  heirs  may  not  be  deceived  in  regard  to 
it,  in  time  to  come. 

I  landed  in  Liverpool,  England,  with  my  Attorney,  Co- 
lumbus Smith,  Esq.,  on  the  17th  of  November,  1850. 

Immediately  upon  our  arrival  in  England,  we  took  train  for 
Bonnis  Hall,  the  residence  of  Lord  Erskine  We  found  his 
Lordship  at  home,  and  delivered  to  him  the  letter  written  him 
by  Mr  Ingraham,  from  Philadelphia,  lately  returned  from 
England,  relative  to  the  Wilson  Will  and  Deed. 

He  remarked  he  had  not  yet  examined  all  his  father's  and 
grandfather's  papers,  to  find  the  Wilson  documents,  as  he 
promised  Mr.  Ingraham  he  would  do  ;  but  he  had  examined 
some  of  them,  and  he  would  then  make  the  examination  with 
us  if  we  wished. 

We  therefore  went  with  his  Lordship  to  his  library,  and 
there  examined  thoroughly  several  boxes  of  papers,  which 
had  belonged  to  his  father  and  grandfather.  Afrer  havin^ 
examined  the  papers  thoroughly  in  the  library  to  no  purpose, 
we  went  to  a  lumber  room,  and  there  examined  several  boxes 
Of  old  papers,  with  no  bet:er  success.  After  having  made  this 
examination  with  his  Lordship,  which  took  us  several  hours, 
he  remarked  we  had  now  examined  ail  the  papers  left  by  his 
late  father  and  grandfather,  of  which  he  had  any  knowledge  • 
but  it  wa3  possible  some  of  these  papers  might  yet  remain  in 
possession  of  his  father's  last  wife  who  now  lived  near  Lon- 
don :  that  he  wo  lid  write  to  her,  and  if  there  were  more  pa- 
pers in  her  possesion  they  should  be  searched,  and  he  would 
inform  us  of  the  result. 
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His  Lordship  appeared  very  friendly;  and  seemed  most 
anxious  to  find  the  documents  desired  ;  and  when  we  left 
the  Hall,  accompanied  us  a  long  distance  on  our  way. 

As  we  were  not  successful  in  finding  the  desired  documents 
at  Bonn  is  Hall,  wt  concluded  to  go    to  Leeds   and  see    what 
the  In  graham  property  was,  said  to  be  situated  near  Leeds,  of 
I     which  we  had  heard  so  much. 

By  an  examination,  we  found  that  Temple  Xewsham  (an 
immense  -estate)  is  now  in  possession  of  an  Ingram  family,  and 
is  called  the  Ingram  estate.  WeN  ascertained  that  Temple 
Newsham  was  first  a  settlement  of  Knight  Templars,  and 
after  their  dispersion  was  granted  by  Edward  III  to  Sir  John 
Darcy,  and  descended  to  Lord  Thomas  Darcy,  who  was  be- 
headed in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  and  his  estates  forfeited 
to  the  Crown.  It  was  afterwards  granted  to  Mat  hew  Karl  of 
Lenox,  the  father  of  Lord  Darniey,  the  hu.-l  and  of  3Iary 
Queen  of  Scots,  the  father  of  James  I  On  the  death  of  the 
Earl  of  Lenox,  it  fell  to  King  James  I,  and  h*>  £a\e  it  to  the 
Duke  of  Richmond,  and  was  by -him  sold  to  Sir  Arthur  In- 
gram, th^  first  of  the  L  >nls  Irwin.  It  is  recorded  that  "in 
1635,  the  house  of  Sir  Arthur  Ingram  was  burnt  down,  and 
staff' worth '<£4(K)0  eon.-umed.M  Upon  the  h:r"  of  the  old 
buii'iing  he  reimiit  the  present  iiiati*:on,  noted,  evtn  to  th:3 
day,  for  its  splendor  and  magnificence. 

The  Ingram  family  ft  mh  is  in  the  church  at  Whitchurch, 
where  several  monuments  are  erected  to  their  memory. 

On  the  second  day  after  our  arrival  in  Leeds  we  \i-ifed 
Temple  Newshatn,  which  is  situated  4-.^   miles  ea-t    of  Lords. 

The  mansion  house  at  Temple  News'iam,  or  palace  as  it 
mav  be  ealied.  is  1  uilf  of  brick,  and  forms  thiee  sides  of  a 
quadrangle.     Upon  the  roof  is  a  battlement,  formed    by    cap- 
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ital  letters  in  stone,  with  the  following  inscription — "  ALL 
GLORY  AND  PRAISE  BE  GIVEN  TO  GOD  THE 
FATHER,  THE  SON,  AND  THE  HOLY  GHOST,  ON 
HIGH;  PEACE  BE  ON  EARTH;  GOOD  WILL  TO- 
WARDS MEN.  HONOR  AND  TRUE  ALLEGIANCE 
TO  OUR  GRACIOUS  KING  ;  LOVING  AFFECTIONS 
AMONGST  HIS  SUBJECTS.  HEALTH  AND  PLEN- 
TY WITHIN  THIS  HOUSE." 

This  house  crowns  the  summit  of  a  large  hill,  elevated  400 
or  500  feet  above  the  surrounding  country  :  it  is  shaded  by 
ancient  oaks  and  chestnuts,  which  seem  to  have  withstood  the 
blasts  of  centuries.  The  house  is  in  the  middle  of  an  exten- 
sive park,  and  the  roads  leading  to  it  are  between  rows  of 
beautiful  yet  gigantic  trees.  Looking  out  from  the  house,  on 
either  side,  over  the  park,  you  behold  the  most  beautiful  and 
fertile  country,  spread  out  for  miles  before  you. 

In  the  parks,  upon  the  green  lawns,  we  saw  grazing  mauy 
of  the  finest  cattle  and  horses,  with  hundreds  of  beautiful 
deer  roaming  about  at  their  leisure. 

While  admiring  the  external  scenery  at  Temple  Newsham, 
seeming  made  perfect  both  by  nature  and  art,  we  entered  the 
noble  and  spacious  mansion,  where  we  felt  lost  in  admiration. 
Here  the  architect  and  painter  seemed  to  have  conspired  to 
make  the  whole  a  second  Paradise  ;  the  rooms  are  spacious, 
and  furnished  with  more  than  Oriental  splendor. 

The  whole  is  too  beautiful  for  pen  to  describe.  Some  rooms 
are  decorated  with  splendid  pieces  of  tapestry,  and  nearly  all 
with  paintings,  the  works  of  the  most  distinguished  painters, 
both  ancient  and  modern,  from  Vandycke,  Titian,  Guido,  and 
Reynolds,  to  WiKon.  Here  we  saw  the  portraits  of  the  most 
distinguished  of  the  Ingram  family,  from  Sir  Arthur  Ingram, 
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a  splendid  looking  old  English  gentleman,  to  the  Ingrams   of 
our  own  day. 

We  entered  the  Picture  Gallery  which  is  108  feet  by  28 
feet ;  though  deserted  by  its  owners,  it  seemed  teeming  with 
life  and  beauty.  / 

The  following  are  among  the  pictures  decorating  its  walls  : 

A  series  ot  family  portraits,  from  Sir  Arthur  Ingram,  to 
the  present  generation. 

Holy  Family,  by  Rubens. 

St.  John  in  the  Wilderness.  St.  Margaret.  St.  Francis, 
by  Guido. 

Our  Savior  and  St.  John.     Prometheus  by  Vandycke. 

Descent  from  the  Gross,  a  curious  picture  by  Albert  Durer. 

A  Dutch  Market  by  Van  Helmont. 

Boar  Hunt,  a  very  fine  picture. 

Landscape,  by  Claude  Lorraine. 

Several  battle  pieces  by  Bourgiugon. 

Landscape,  by  Assdin. 
Among  the  portraits  are, 

Earl  of  Holland,  by  Vandycke. 

Dutchess  of  Orleans,  sister  to  Charles  II. 

Sir  Edward  Di^bv,  who  suffered  for   bein"  concerned  in 
Guy  Fawkes'  plot. 

Smith,  one  of  the  Pieformers,  by  Holbein. 

Martin  Buclr,  (by  Titian)  invited  into  England  by  Crsn- 
mer,  during  the  reign  of  Edward  VI,  and  appointed 
Theological  Pmfes^or  at  Cambridge,  1540,  where  he 
died  two  years  after. 

Maurice,  Prince  of  Orange,  by  Meirvelt. 

Rembrandt,  by  himself. 

Bourgiugon,  by  himself. 


47 

The  last  Lord  Viscount  Irwin,  by  Wilson. 

Isabella,  Marchioness  of  Hertford,  by  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds. 

Mrs.    Searbro.  aired  '21  years, — date,  1615, 

Sir  0 harks  Searbro,  Phycieian  to   Charles  II. 

We  saw  in  one  of  the  stained  glass  windows,  at  Temple 
New>h  .rn.  the  arms  of  the  Ingram  family,  which  is  the  same 
as  iiwd  by  the  Ingrahums  in  America,  or  like  the  one  I  found 
in  Chelsea,  Mass. 

When  we  were  there,  we  did  not  see  Lord  Irwin,  as  he 
lefr  a  f«'W  days  before  with  his  family  for  his  winter  residence 
in    London. 

After  having  visited  Temple  Xewsham  we  went  to  the 
library,  in  Le<>ds,  and  examined  the  old  histories  of  Leeds,  and 
environs. 

Wo  found  the  Wilson  family  had  been  a  noted  family  in 
Lends,  for  several  generations.  The  first  Wilson  we  litid 
mentioned  in  Leeds,  is  Thomas  Wilson  who  was  married  in 
1613.  and  died  1034,  and  left  issue,  with  others,  Riehaid 
Wilson,  who  died  16^8.  and  left  issue,  with  others.  Thomas, 
who  died  1691,  and  hud  issue  Richard  Wilson,  Recorder  of 
L'*eds  who  le'*t  is-ue  Christopher  Wilson,  Lord  Bishop  of 
Bristol,  and  died  1 7 '.  •  2 ,  and  left  issue  Richard  Wilson,  K.«sq., 
of  l!e*-tiing  Hall,  in  Foliingfoot,  who  left  is>ue  Richard  Wil- 
son, Esq.  High  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  York,  1^07.  He 
took  the  surname  and  arms  of  Fountayne,  in  addition  to  those 
of  Wilson  ;  he  left  issue  Christopher  Fountayne,  who  ditd 
1812  without  is.-uo. 

We  understand  the  Bec';etts  are  now  in  possession  of  the 
Wilson  property  ;  t^ey  are  descended  from  Mary,  the  daughter 
of  Christopher  Wilson,  the  Bishop  of  Bristol,  ^iie  married 
John  Beckett,  the  father  of  William   and    Sir  Thomas,    who 
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are  said  to  possess  the  Wilson  property.  William  Beckett 
now  lives  at  Kirkstall  Grange,  a  splendid  residence,  about 
three  miles  from  the  city  of  Leeds  ;  he  owns  this  with  a  res- 
idence at  Brighton,  and  another  in  London.  He  is  said  to 
be  worth  bis  millions,  and  is  called  the  richest  man  in  or  about 
Leeds.  He  married  the  sister  of  the  present  Lord  Irwin,  of 
Temple  Newsham.  The  Becketts,  with  Lord  Irwin,  are  now 
Lords  of  the  Manor  of  Leeds.  Only  two  or  three  years 
since,  they,  as  Lords  of  the  Manor,  sold  an  open  space  of 
ground,  in  Leeds,  called  Woodhouse  Moor,  or  one  of  the 
lungs  of  Leeds,  to  the  Corporation  of  Leeds,  to  m  tke  a  pub- 
lic park,  for  several  thousand  pounds.  This  sale  happened 
very  soon  after  our  interview  with  the  late  Lord  Ersidne  at 
Brighton. 
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Beckett  Coat  of  Arms. 

f-  In  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  Lords  of  the  Manor  of  Leeds, 
made  in  1714,  I  saw  the  name  of  Robert  Wilson,  Esq.;"*and 
in  1810,  Christopher  Wilson,  Esq.,  Lord  of  four  ninths  of 
the  Manor  of  Leeds.  At  this  time  one  ninrh  had  escheated 
to  the  Crown. 
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In  tho  house  of  William  Beckett,  which  we  visited,  we 
saw  some  old  portraits  of  members  of  the  Wilson  family. — 
There  is  a  splendid  portrait  of  Bishop  Wilson. 

From  what  we  have  seen,  we  feel  confident  that  the  Amer- 
ican Ingraharns  are  descended  through  a  female  branch,  from 
this  Thomas  Wilson,  who  died  in  1600.  There  has  been  no 
other  Wilson  family,  in  or  about  Leeds,  of  note,  excepting 
this  family. 

We  went  to  WakeSold,  and  examined  the  records  there, 
but  could  find  nothing  of  use  ;  as  the  recoids  do  not  go  back 
only  to  A.  D.  1704.  We  went  to  York,  and  concluded  to 
examine  all  the  Wilson  Wills  we  could  find  there  recorded, 
from  1GG0  to  1750.  which  must  include  the  year  when  the 
desired  Will  was  proved. 

We  examined  some  10  or  15  Wills  and  found  we  had  only 
examined  over  a  space  of  about  two  years.  It  cost  25  centr* 
for  each  Will  examined.  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  we 
go al I  not  make  thi3  examination  without  further  aid  from 
America  ;  for  the  fees  here,  required  to  be  paid  to  examine 
these  Wills  would  amount  to  considerable  money,  besides 
our  expenses  while  attending  to  the  investigation. 

As  it  is  more  than  probable  that  we  have  made  a  mistake 
in  the  christian  name  of  Wilson,  it  would  be  necessary  to  ex- 
amine ail  the  Wilson  Wills  we  find  here  recorded  ;  which  I 
think  would  take  a  month  at  least. 

From  York  we  came  to  London.  Since  we  came  here, 
while  looking  over  some  minutes  I  have,  relative  to  the  case, 
we  found  a  copy  of  a  letter  written  by  an  Attorney,  named 
Uart,  in  Xew  York,  iu  1803,  to  Solomon  Ingraham,  saying, 
"  The  letter  from  Crowder  &  Lavie,  to  W.  Rowletf,  poir.ts 
out  what  is  necessary  to  be   done."     The    thought  struck  ui 
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that  Crowder  <fc  Lavie  might  have  been  Attorneys  here,  who 
were  engaged  in  the  case  in  1803.  We  made  an  examination 
and  found  the  firm  mentioned  in  old  directories  ;  and  ascer- 
tained that  3Ir.  Lavie,  a  son,  is  now  an  Attorney,  and  doing 
business  in  the  same  place  where  the  firm  did  business  in  1S03. 
We  called  upon  him,  and  he  said  he  had  the  papers  of  the 
old  firm  of  Crowder  &  Lavie — that  he  had  a  dreamy  recol- 
lection of  having  seen  such  Wilson  documents  as  we  described 
—that  his  papers  were  numerous,  and  that  to  examine  them 
all  might  take  six  months  ;  but  he  would  have  a  clerk  make 
a  short  examination,  and  see  what  he  could  find  ;  that  he  sus- 
pected these  Wilson  documents  might  be  with  the  papers  of 
Rowlett  or  Thomas  Wilson,  who  were  his  old  clients,  and 
whose  papers  he  had. 

We  have  been  to  Lavie  many  times,  but  we  do  not  think 
he  has  made  much  of  an  examination  for  the  documents  ;  he 
does  not  seem  willing  to  make  the  examination.  We  feel 
satisfied  that  all  the  papers  necessary  to  draw  the  rents  for  the 
heirs  in  America,,  were  left  with  Crowder  &c  Lavie,  and  W. 
Rowlett,  who  acted  as  agent  for  Capt.  Solomon  Ingraham,  by 
Capt.    Solomon  Ingraham.  in  1.803. 

He  said  that  Lord  Krskine  must  have  been  employed  by 
Attorneys,  as  counsel,  and  that  h^  never  could  have  had  these 
Wilsoa  documents  oniy  for  the  purpose  of  examination  ;  after 
which,  he  would  certainly  have  returned  them  to  the  Attor- 
neys who  handed  them  to  hiui  for  examination.  It  now  seems 
to  me  that  these  Wilson  documents  must  be  in  the  possession 
of  Lavie ;  and  if  we  can  cause  a  thorough  examination  to  be 
made  for  them.  we^haiL  yet  be  able  to  «;et  them  Nothing 
but  lack  of  funds  shall  deter  me  from  having  thorough  work 
made  of  this  investigation  at  this  time.      Mr.  Lavie  informed 
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US  that  his  father  did  sometimes  employ  Lord  Erskine  as 
counsel. — that  from  appearances  it  looked  as  though  the  pa- 
pers relating  to  this- case  should,  now  be  in  his  possession. — 
He  said  that  W.  Ilowlet^,  mentioned  in  Mr.  Hart's  letter,  was 
a  merchant  in  London,  in  partnership  with  a  Thomas  Wilson; 
that  his  father  used  to  do  business  for  that  r}rra,  who  were  en- 
gaged extensively  in  the  American  trade. 

We  have  found  several  Wilson  properties,  which  the  Crown 
has  taken  possession  of,  but  no  Joseph  Wilson  property. 


Wilson  Coat  of  *r::i? 

27  St.  George's  Road,  Lii^hton,  Sussex  : 

.May  18,   1S5G. 

Sir  : — I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  -od  of  April, 
which  was  near  being  sent  back,  as  "Brighton  is  so  very  large, 
the  postmen  do  not  remember  the  names,  and  ours  happened 
to  be  a  new  one.  It  is  necessary  to  put  the  address  on  in 
full.  I  was  very  glad  to  receive  it,  as  you  might  think  I  was 
ne^lijrent  in  answerin?;  it. 

In  answer  to  your  letter,  I  beg  to  inform  you,  that  Lord 
Erskine  d.d  not  die  at  my  house,  as  his  Lordship   married 
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again,  Dec.  '52,  and  then  of  course,  he  left  my  house.  He 
died  at  Cucklefield,  Sussex.  I  was  occasionally  with  his 
Lordship  at  Cucklefield,  and  sorted  all  his  letters  and  papers 
,  for  days,  at  his  Lordship's  request,  in  a  room  there,  but  with- 
out success  in  finding  yours.  All  his  Lordship's  papers  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  present  Lord  Erskine,  his  eldest  son, 
■who'  lives  at  a  place  called  Bonms  Hall,  Macclesfield. 

I  should  only  have  been  too  happy  to  have  informed  you  of 
my  success  in  finding  the  Will,  as  it  would  have  been  a  little 
fortune  to  me  at  present.  You  may  depend  I  used  every  ex- 
ertion, and  sorted  all  the  papers,  one  by  one.  as  I  was  sent 
for  by  his  Lordship  for  the  purpose. 
Direct  for  Mr.  Evans, 

Philip  Evans, 
f  7,  Chester  Ten-ace, 

Regents  Park, 

London. 
I  believe  that  is  right,  or  if  you  would  send  tome,  1  would 
forward  it.     He  and  his  wife  live  with  a  single  gentleman,  in 
Bervice.     Now  any  thing  I  can  do.  I  shall  be  happy   to  do  it. 

I  remain, 

Yuur  obliged  servant,  S.   COX. 

As  soon  as  convenient  after  the  reception  of  the  above  let- 
ter, we  proceeded  to  England,  arriving  at  the  time  mentioned 
in  the  notice  of  the  Temple  Xewsham  property. 

Having  ascer:ained  that  there  were  Wills  for  a  portion  of 
Yorkshire  proved  at  Chester  in  Lar.ca-.hire,  we  went  there 
and  looked  for  the  will  of  Joseph  Wil>on,  from  1650  to  1738, 
inclusive,  but  found  only  one  Will  of  Joseph  Wilson,  recorded 
there  during  that  time.     We   examine  1  that  and    found    it 
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was  not  the  desired  one,  as  it  mentioned  no  Sarah. 
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We  found  some  of  the  Yorkshire  Wills  were  recorded  at 
Lincoln.  We  also  made  an  examination  there  from  1G50  to 
1740,  and  there  found  only  one  Will  of  Joseph  Wilson,  viz, 
Joseph  Wilson,  Yeoman,  of  Suton,  in  the -county  of  Lincoln, 
gave  to  h's  sons,  Joseph  and  Michael,  and  several  daughters 
and  his  wife;  but  he  left  only  a  few  acres  of  land,  worth 
probably  not  over  £500. 

We  found  no  records  of  use  at  Wakefield.  We  advertised 
in  five  different  Yorkshire  papers,  which  circulate  all  over  the 
County,  offering  £50  reward  for  a  copy  of  the  Will  and 
Deed. 

We  thought  this  would  be  the  most  likely  way  to  draw  out 
information.  The  advertisement  is  also  to  be  inserted  in 
Mann's  Almanac,  published  in  Leeds  next  year.  This  circu- 
lates all  over  England. 

In  the  records  at  York,  we  found  the  following  : 

Wilson  Joseph,  will  proved  1663.  of  Soyland.  He  gave 
his  son  Joseph,  to  whonri  he  had  previously  given  lands,  5s, 
and  to  his  daughter  Jane,  four  score  pounds,  and  something 
to  his  wife  Mary. 

W.lson,  Win.,  of  Prye  Close  House,  will  proved  1GC5  ; 
gave  to  his  sons.  John,_Richard  and  Christopher,  and  to  his 
daughter,  Phillise. 

Wilson  Thomas,  of  Syke  House,  will  made  1650,  proved 
1664  ;  willed  to  his  sons,  George  and  Edward,  lands,  orchards 
&c,  &c;  to  his  wife  Isabell,  something. 

Wilson  John,  (in  Book  No.  52,)  of  Wakefield,  wiib  to 
his  sons,  John  and  Richard,  and  if  they  die  without  issue,  to 
his  brother  James  and  h'n  son  Thomas,  lands  in  WakefL-ld, 
and  houses  in  London. 

Wilson  Wihiam,  of  Bisthcrpe,  of  the  County  of  Notting- 
ham, wills  to  his  daughter's  children  in  Book  No.  52. 
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Wilson  Thomas,  of  Hackness,  will  preyed  1671,  gave  all 
to  Bis  wife  and  son,  (Book  No.  52.) 

"Wilson  John  of  Hollin,  gave  to  his  son  John  and  grand- 
children, (Book  >To.  52.) 

Wilson  Wm.,  of  Skellow,  gave  to  his  sons  and  daughters, 
(but  no  Sarah,)  much  land  ;  (Book  Xo.  52.) 

Wilson  John,  will  recorded  1667,  (Book  Xo.  57,)  of 
Slenningford,  gave  to  his  kinsmen,  Ralph  Wilson  and  Robert, 
his  property. 

Wilson  Joseph,  of  Cattingham,  recorded  1667,  gave  to  his 
son  Thomas  and  heirs  and  in  want  of  issue,  to  his  son  Joseph 
and  Joseph's  sons,  and  to  his  daughter  Dorcas  his  wife's 
clothes,  and  to  his  grandchild,  £'100  and  1-16  part  of  a  ship, 
appointing  his  sons  Thomas  and  Joseph  his  Executors. 

Wilson  Richard,  of  Leeds,  (Book  61,)  will  proved  1688, 
a  merchant,  wills  to  his  brother  John  Wilson's  children  viz, 
Richard  Wilson,  grand  nephew  John,  his  neices,  Mary  and 
"Jane  Wilson,  £10  each  ;  to  his  son  Thomas,  £1000,  and  to 
Thomas'  son  Richard, £50O  ;  to  four  grandchildren,  Thomas, 
Joshua,  Mary  and  Elizabeth,  children  of  his  son  Thomas, 
£100  each  ;  to  his  son  Joshua  Wilson,  £2000  and  to  Joshua's 
children,  Jacob  and  Richuid,  100  guineas,  to  Mary  Richards 
his  only  daughter,  £100,  making  Thomas  his  residuary  legatee. 

Wilson  Joseph,  of  Thome,  gave  some  to  his  brothers  and 
sisters,  and  the  residue  to  his  wife.  This  will  was  proved 
in  1729. 

Wilson  Joseph,  of  Owenden,  County  of  York,  will  proved 
1719,  gave  to  nephews  and  neices,  and  remainder  to  his  wife. 

Wilson  Joseph,  of  Barnsly,  will  proved  1717.  willed  to 
his  four  sons  equally*  and  to  a  child  with  which  his  wife  was 
then  pregnant,  and  to  his  wife  Elizabeth. 
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Wilson  Joseph  of  Bytborpe,  gave  to  bis  three  daughters, 
his  property  in  Nottinghamshire. 

Wilson  Joseph,  of  Arkton,  County  of  York,  -will  proved 
1717,  gave  to  a  son  Joseph  and  Edward. 

Wilson  Joseph,  will  proved  1729,  gave  to  his  two  daughters. 

Wilson  Joseph,  will  proved  1725,  of  Bonklun,  gave  to  his 
children. 

Wilson  Joseph,  of  Burythorp,  will  proved  1725,  gave  to 
his  son  Mathew. 

Wilson  John,  of  Broomhead,  gave  to  his  son  John  and  his 
two  daughters.     He  left  a  large  property ;  will  proved  1735. 

We  made  a  thorough  examination  at  Guildhall  where  many 
of  the  city  records  are  kept  ;  found  there  many  old  wills  re- 
corded, but  no  will  of  Joseph  Wilson.  We  there  ascertained 
that  many  city  records  used  to  be  kept  at  the  old  Exchange, 
in  London,  but  they  were  all  burnt  with  the  Exchange,  about 
1832.     It  may  be  that  the  will  was  here  recorded. 

Thinking  we  might  not  have  come    down  late  enough,    in^ 
1852,  in  our  examination  at  Doctors  Commons,  we    examined 
there  again  from  1710  to  1734.     We  found  the  following: : 

Wilson  Joseph,  of  London,  1714,  willed  to  wife  and  daugh- 
ters considerable  property  ■  but  there  was  no  Sarah. 

Wilson  Joseph,  of  Kent,  1717,  gave  all  his  property  to  his 
wife  and  made  her  his   Executrix. 

Wilson  Joseph,  1720,  a  seaman,  died  abroad ;  left  but  a 
trifle. 

Wilson  Joseph,  of  Leicestershire,  1720,  gave  to  his  broth- 
ers  &c. 

In  Chancery,  we  found  there  was  unclaimed  Wilson   prop 
rty.     In  the  case  of  Wilson  vs.  Evans,  we  found  an  adver- 
tisement which  did  not  hit  our  Joseph  Wilson  case. 
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In  Chancery,  we  found  a  ease  of  Wilson  vs.  Ingram,  1790, 
but  it  was  of  no  use. 

In  Chancery  we  also  found  the  case,  Wilson  vs.  Campbell, 
mentioned  in  the  unclaimed  dividend  Chancery  list.  The 
decree  in  this  case,  was  made  in  1783,  directing  .£282  to  be 
placed  in  the  3  per  cent  funds  in  the  Bank  of  England,  in  the 
hands  of  the  Accountant  General,  for  the  benefit  of  Sarah 
Wilson  and  James  Clare,  the  Executors  of  John  Wilson, 
Plaintiffs  in  the  case.     Bat  this  did  not  interest  us. 

On  the  first  of  January,  1857,  after  Lavie  had  told  us  he 
could  find  no  trace  of  the  Wilson  papers,  (for  the  reason  as 
we  think,  he  made  no  search,)  we  went  to  see  Crowder,  an 
Attorney.  We  called  twice  at  his  office  and  twice  at  his  house, 
but  could  not  finrl  him.  At  his  house,  the  last  time,  we  saw 
Judge  Crowder,  his  brother,  whom  we  had  tried  to  see  at  his 
chambers  in  Chancery  Lane  before.  He  said  his  father  was 
an  Attorney,  in  partnership  with  Lavie,  but  when  be  dis- 
f*solved  with  Lavie,  father  of  the  present  Lavie.  all  the  papers 
were  left  with  Lavie,  and  he  was  sure  no  documents  were  left 
with  his  father  which,  he  had  while  in  the  firm. 

We  called  up^n  Wilson  who  was  a  partner  of  Rowlett,  and 
he  informed  us  that  Rowlett  was  dead  ami  left  a  will,  a  copy 
of  which  we  procured  at  Doctors  Commons.  Found  II coper 
was  one  of  his  Executors.  We  called  to  see  R  Hooper,  23 
Queenhith  Court,  a  wine  merchant,  who  informed  us  that  his 
father,  John  K.  and  his  uncle  were  Executors  of  Rowlett, 
that  they  were  both  dead,  and  he  had  the  papers  left  by  Row- 
lett. He  had  understood  that  Rowlett,  a  short  time  before 
his  death,  destroyed  most  of  his  papers  ;  that  Sophia  Mary 
Ward  had  his  house  when  he  died,  and  had  the  whole  control 
of  his  papers  for  sometime  after  his  death,  but  she  was  dead  ; 
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that  his  father  did  not  hear  of  his  death  until  sometime  after- 
he  was  buried  ;  that  Brown  and  Neal  were  also  dead ;  that 
John  Peachy,  a  witness  of  the  will,  was  now  one  of  the  firm, 
Lavie,  Peachy  &  Olverson.  He  agreed  to  look  over  all  the 
papers  left  by  Rowlett,  and  see  if  he  could  find  the  Will  or 
deed,  or  any  thing  relating  to  the  case.  We  afterwards  called 
two  or  three  times,  and  he  informed  us  he  had  examined  all 
the  papers  but  could  nod  nothing  relating  to  the  case. 

We  advertised  also  in  the  London  Times,  Feb.  2d,  as   fol- 
lows : 

JOSEPH    WILSON. 

Twenty  Pounds  will  be  given  to  any  person  who  will  in- 
form the  undersigned,  where  he  can  and  a  Deed  or  Will,  or  a 
record  of  a  Deed  or  Will,  executed  by  JOSEPH  WILSON, 
during  the  latterpart  of  the  17th  century,  conveying  lands  in 
Yorkshire  to  the  descendants  of  his  daughter  Sarah,  who  mar- 
ried Edward  Cowell,  and  emigrated  to  America,  and  there 
had  issue  a  daughter  Sarah,  who  married  Timothy  Ingrabam. 
This  Deed  and  Will  was  taken  from  the  oflice  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  United  States,  America,  bro't 
to  London  about  1803,  by  Capt.  Solomon  Ingraham,and  here 
placed  in  the  hands  of  attorneys  or  counsel.  Captain  lngra- 
_ham  proceeded  from  London  to  the  East  Indies,  and  there 
died  the  same  year.  This  Will  is  known  to  be  recorded 
somewhere  in  England. 

GILBERT  R.  GLADDING, 
59  Wickinden  Street,  Providence,  R.  I,  United  States. 

The  above  advertisement  was  struck  off  on  cards  and  dis- 
tributed among  the  diff.-rent  offices  in  London  and  Yorkshire. 

COLUMBUS  SMITH. 
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WILL  OF  WILLIAM  ROWLETT. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  Mr.  Rowlett  -was  the  agent  of 
Captain  Solomon  Ingraham,  and  acted  for  him  in  1803.  The 
Will  was  extracted  from  the  Registry  of  the  Perogative 
Court  of  Canterbury,  and  is  as  follows  : 

I,  WILLIAM  ROWLETT,  of  Burton  in  the  parish  of 
Christchurch  in  the  county  of  Southampton;  Esquire,  hereby 
revoke  all  my  former  Wills,  Codicils  and  other  testamentary 
dispositions  whatsoever,  and  declare  this  to  be  my  last  Will 
and  testament.  I  direct  that  all  my  just  debts,  funeral  and 
testamentary  expenses  shall  be  fully  paid  and  satisfied  as  soon 
as  conveniently  may  be,  after  my  decease,  and  subject  thereto 
I  bequeath  the  following  annuities.,  (that  is  to  sny :)  To  Sc- 
phia  Mary  Ward,  spinster,  at  present  and  for  many  yecrsrast 
an  inmate  in  my  house,  an  annuity  of  five  hundred  pounds, 
during  her  life  ;  to  my  cousin  Elizabeth  Ma=on,  wife  of  Win. 
W.  Mason  of  Northampton,  an  annuitv  of  Sftv  pounds  clurine 
*her  life  ;  to  my  cousin  Elizabeth  Chambers,  wife  of  Jcseoh 
Chambers  of  Weldon,  Northamptonshire,  an  annuity  of  fifty 
pounds  during  her  life  ;  to  Elizabeth  Brown,  wife  of  John 
Brown  of  Saint  Ives  in  the  County  of  Huntingdon,  but  now 
separated  from  her  husband  and  resiuing  at  Chelsea  in  the 
County  of  Middlesex,  an  annuity  of  forty  pounds  during  her 
life,  and  to  Jane  Neave,  wife  of  Joseph  Neave  of  Christ- 
church  aforesaid,  an  annuity  of  one  hundred  pounds  during 
her  life  :  and  I  direct  the  annuities  herein  before  given,  to  be 
for  the  separate  use  of  the  respective  persons  to  whom  the 
same  are  respectively  bequeathed,  and  not  to  be  in  anywise 
liable  to  the  debts,  control,  interference  or  engagements  of 
their  respective  present  or  future  husbands.  I  do  give  to  my 
housemaid  Hulkes,  an  annuity  of  thirty  pounds   during   her 
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life;  to  my  butler  and  valet,  Jeremiah  Beviton,  an  annuity 
of  forty  pounds  during  his  life  ;  to  my  groom,  Richard  By- 
ford,  an  annuity  of  thirty  pounds,  and  to  Robert  Foster  of 
Tottenham  in  the  County  of  Middlesex,  Thomas  Norton,  Jun- 
ior, of  Grange  Road,  Bermondsey,  in  the  County  of  Surrey, 
Cornelius  Hanbury  of  Plough  Court,.  Lombard  Street  in  the 
city  of  London,  John  Copper  of  Graeechurch  Street  in  the 
city  of  London,  Alexander  Saunders  of  the  Strand  in  the 
said  County  of  Middlesex,  and  the  Reverend  Thomas  Binney 
of  Kennington  in  the  said  County  of  Surrey,  (Trustees  of 
Corby  School  in  the  said  County  of  Northampton.)  or  other, 
the  trustees  for  the  time  being  of  the  same  school,  forever,  an 
annuity  of  one  hundred  and  ten  pounds,  upon  trust,  to  pay 
the  same  to  the  Treasurer  for  the  time  being  of  the  British 
and  Foreign  School  Society,  in  the  Borough  Road,  South- 
wark,  in  the  said  County  of  Surrey,  to  be  by  him  applied  in 
payment  of  the  salaries  of  the  Master  and  Mistress  of  the 
said  Corby  School,  and  in  providing  such  School  materials  as 
may  from  time  to  time  be  necessary,  and  in  making  all  suuh 
repairs  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  requisite  in  and  about  the 
dwelling  house,  school  houses,  offices  aud  appurtenances 
thereto  belonging,  aud  in  the  event  of  the  whole  of  the  said 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  ten  pounds  not  being  required  in 
any  one  year  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  then  I  direct  that  the 
said  treasurer  for  the  time  beino\  do  and  shall  invest  the    sur- 
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plus  in  his  name,  in  the  parliamentary  stocks  or  public  funds 
of  Great  Britain,  in  order  that  the  same  may  accumulate, 
and  that  such  stocks  or  funds  and  accumulations  as  the  same 
shall  be  required,  be  applied  by  such  treasurer,  for  such  pur- 
poses or  any  of  them.  And  I  direct  that  the  said  several 
Annuities  herein  before  by    me  bequeathed,    shall  be    paid 
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-clear  of  all  deductions  for  legacy  duty  or  otherwise,  by  two 
equal  half  yearly  payments,  on  the  first  day  of  March  and  the 
first  day  of  September  in  every  year,  and  that  the  first  half 
yearly  payments  thereof  shall  be  made  on  such  of  said  days 
of  payment  as  shall  first  happen  next  after  ray  decease. 

I  also  bequeath  the  following  legacies,  (that  is  to  say  :)— 
To  the  said  Sophia  Mary  Ward,  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
pounds,  to  be  paid  to  her  within  cue  calendar  month  after  my 
decease  ;  to  my  late  cook  and  housekeeper,  Tuts.  Anna  Maria 
j-  De  Buch.  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds  ;  to  my  kitchen  maid, 
Hannah  Percy,  if  she  continue  in  my  service  to  the  time  of 
my  decease,  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  ;  to  my  gardener,  James 
Wells,  the  sum  of  twenty-five  pounds;  to  the  trustees  for  the 
time  being,  of  the  Chapel  of  the  Protestant  Independants  at 
Corby  aforesaid,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  pounds,  upon  trust, 
to  invest  the  same  in  their  names  in  trie  parliamentary  stocks 
or  public  funds  of  Great  Britain,  and  to  vary  the  said  stocks 
or  public  funds,  upon  which  the  .-aid  trust  fund  shall  be,  for 
the  time  being,  invested  for  other  stocks  or  funds  of  a  like 
nature,  at  their  or  his  discretion,  and  apply  the  annual  produce 
thereof,  for  or  towards  the  maintenance  and  support  of  the 
Minister  for  the  time  being,  of  the  said  Chanel,  forever.  I 
bo'iueath  to  each  r,f  my  Rsreentors,  who  shall  act  in  the  occa- 
sion of  this  my  Will,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  and  to 
Mrs.  Duvrant  of  High  Canons  in  the  County  of  Heits,  in 
testimony  of  my  grateful  remembrance  of  her  kindnes  to  me 
in  a  season  of  severe  affliction,  and  to  Mrs  Wilson,  relict  of 
my  deceased  friend,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  to  her  daugterKosa, 
the  sum  of  twenty-five  pounds  each  for  a  ring,  and  to  each  of 
my  friends  Enoch  Durant,  Gabriel  Shaw.  Melvil  Wilson, 
Fletcher  Wilscn  and  Forester  Wilson,  the  sum  of  ten  pounds 


61 

for  a  rinc  And  I  direct  that  the  several  legacies  herein 
before  by  rao  bequeathed,  shall  be  paid  free  from  all  deductions 
on  account  of  legacy  duty  or  otherwise. 

I  also  bequeath  to  my  Executors,  herein  after  named,  the 
sum  of  forty  thousand  dollars,  current  money  of  the  United 
Stites  of  America,  or  nine  thousand  pounds,  lawful  money  of 
Great  Britain,  secured  to  be  paid  to  my  heirs,  executors, 
administrators  or  assigns,  by  Ambrose  Lanfear  of  the  city  of 
New  Orleans,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  by  a  mortgage  of 
certain  estates  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  and  payable  within 
twelve,  eighteen  or  twenty-four  months  after  my  decease. 
And  also  the  following  American  State  Bonds,  (namely  :) 
the  three  several  sums  often  thousand  dollars  each,  respec- 
tively, secured  by  bonds  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and 
respectively  payable  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty  nine,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-four, 
and  one  thousand  eight;  hundred  and  forty-nine,  in  New 
Orleans,  bearing  interest  at  five  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable 
by  Messrs.  Thomas  Wilson,  Wilson  &  Co.  in  London  :  and 
also  the  sum  of  eighty  Dine  thousand  dollars,  secured  by  bonds 
of  the  State  of  Alabama,  and  payable  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-three,  in  New  York,  also  bearing 
interest  at  five  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  in  New  York,  or 
by  the  said  Thomas  Wilson  Sc  Co.,  in  London,  upon  trust, 
that  the  trustee  or  trustees  for  the  time  being,  thereof,  do  and 
shall  allow  the  said  several  Bonds  to  remain  in  their  present 
respective  .states  of  investment,  until  within  twelve  months 
prior  to  the  respective  times  of  tneir  being  to  be  paid  off,  and 
at  or  about  those  periods,  do  and  shall  convert  the  same  into 
money,  and  from  time  to  time  invest  the  money  produced 
thereby  ;  and  also  the  said  sum  of  nine  thousand  pounds 
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sterling,  when  received  from  the  said  Ambrose  Lanfear,  in 
■other  American  State  Bonds,  or  in  their  cr  his  names  or  name 
in  the  parliamentary  stocks  or  public  funds  of  Great  Britain, 
or  at  interest  on  Government  securities  in  Great  Britain,  and 
-do  and  shall  from  time  to  time,  vary  the  said  trust  monies,  so 
to  be  invested  as  aforesaid  for  other  stocks,  funds  and  secu- 
rities of  a  like  nature,  and  T  request  my  said  trustees  or  trustee 
for  the  time  being,  (although  such  request  is  not  to  be  imper- 
ative on  them  or  him,)  to  consult  and  advise  with  the  treas- 
urer and  Secretary  for  the  time  being,  of  the  said  British 
and  Foreign  School  Society,  as  to  the  securities  in  which  said 
trust  funds  shall  be  invested,  and  as  to  any  variation  or  change 
of  the  said  investments.  And  I  direct  that  the  said  trustees 
or  trustee  for  the  time  being,  do  and  shall  out  of  the  annual  pro- 
duce of  the  said  trust  monies,  stocks,  funds  and  securities,  [ay 
the  said  several  first  eight annuiti.s,  herein  before  bequeathed. 
And  I  also  direct  that  so  much  of  the  said  annual  produce  as 
shall  not  be  for  the  time  being,  applicable  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  shall,  while  any  one  of  the  s-.id  first  eight  annuities 
shall  continue  payable,  be  paid  to  the  treasurer  for  the  timo 
being,  of  the  said  British  and  Foreign  School  Society,  for  the 
purposes  of  the  said  Society,  and  after  the  determination  of 
all  the  said  tirst  eight  annuities,  the  same  trust  monies,  stocks, 
funds  and  securities,  shall  form  part  of  my  residuary  estate: 
and  I  bequeath  all  the  residue  of  my  estate  and  effects  what- 
soever and  wheresoever,  and  of  what  nature  or  kind  soever, 
onto  William  Allen,  Esquire,  Treasurer,  and  Heniy  Dunn, 
E~  iniro,  Secretary  of  the  said  British  and  Foreign  School 
Society,  or  other,  the  Treasurer  and  Secretary  for  the  time 
beiryr,  of  the  same  Society,  upon  trust  for  the  absolute  benefit 
of  the  said  Society.     An  i  I  further  declare,  that  such  of  my 
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property  as  cannot  under  this  my  Will,  be  applied  for  charit- 
able purposes,  shall  be  the  primary  fund  for  the  payment  of 
the  several  other  legacies  herein  before  bequeathed,  and  of  my 
debts  funeral  and  testamentary  expenses. 

And  I  devise  and  bequeath  all  the  estates  vested  in  me, 
upon  any  trusts  or  by  way  of  mortgage,  and  which  I  have 
power  to  dispose  of  by  this  my  Will,  with  their  appurtenances,, 
unto  and  to  the  use  of  Richard  Valentine  Hooper  and  John 
Kinnersley  Hooper,  of  Queenhithe  in  the  city  of  London, 
wine  merchants,  and  William  Hooper  of  Reading  in  the 
County  of  Berks,  gentleman,  their  heirs,  executors,  adminis- 
trators and  assigns,  according  to  the  nature  and  quality  thereof 
respectively,  upon  trust,  to  hold  or  dispose  of  the  said  trust 
estates  in  the  manner  in  which  they  ought  to  be  held  or  dis- 
posed of  pursuant  to  the  said  trusts  and  upon  payment  of  the 
money  secured  on  morgige,  t)  convey  or  assign  the  estates  in 
imrtg.ige,  to  the  person  or  persons  entitled  thereto  for  the 
time  being.  And  I  appoint  the  said  Richard  Valentine  Hooper, 
John  Kinnersley  Hooper  and  William  Hojper,  Executors  of 
this  my  Will. 

And  I  declare  that  the  receints  of  mv  sai  i  trustees  or  trustee- 
for  the  time  being,  forany  money  payable  to  them  or  him,  under 
this  my  will,  shall  effectually  discharge  the  person  or  persons, 
to  whom  the  same  shall  be  respectively  given,  from  being 
obliged  to  see  to  the  application,  or  from  being  answerable  for 
misapplication  or  nonapplicaiion  of  the  money  therein  respec- 
tively mentioned,  to  be  received,  and  as  often  as  the  trm-tees 
hereby  appointed,  or  to  be  appointed  as  herein  after  is  men- 
tioned, or  any  of  them,  or  their  or  any  of  thuir  heirs,  exec- 
utors, administrators  or  assigns,  shall  die  or  desire  to  be  dis- 
charged from,  or  refuse  or  decline,  or  become  incapable  to  act 
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in  the  trusts,  hereby  in  them  respectively  reposed  as  aforesaid, 
before  the  said  trusts  shall  be  fully  executed,  I  empower  the 
then  surviving  or  continuing  trustees  or  trustee,  or  the  exec- 
utors or  administrators  of  the  last  surviving  or  continuing 
trustee,  by  any  deed  or  deeds  to  be  by  them  or  him  sealed 
and  delivered  in  the  presence  of  and  attested  by  two  credible 
witnesses,  to  appoint  any  new  trustee  or  trustees  in  the  place 
of  the  trustee  or  trustees,  so  dying  or  de=iring  to  be  discharged, 
or  refusing  or  declining,  or  becoming  incapable  to  act  as 
aforesaid,  and  upon  the  appointment  of  every  such  new 
trustee,  all  the  trust  monies  and  premises  then  subject  to  the 
trusts  aforesaid,  shall  be  thereupon  effectually  vested  in  such 
new  trustee  or  trustees,  either  solely,  or  jointly  with  the  sur- 
viving or  continuing  trustee  or  tru-tees  as  occasion  shall 
require,  upon  and  for  the  trusts,  intents  and  purposes  herein 
before  declared,  concerning  the  said  trust  monies  and  prem- 
ises, or  such  of  the  said  trust  intents  and  purposes  as  shall  be 
then  subsisting  and  capable  of  taking  effect,  and  every  such 
new  trustee  shall  have  all  the  powers  of  the  trustee  in  whose 
room  he  shall  be  substituted.  And  I  lastly  declare  that  the 
said  several  trustees  hereby  appointed  and  to  be  appointed  as 
aforesaid,  and  every  of  them,  and  the  heirs,  executors,  admin- 
istrators and  assigns,  of  them  and  every  of  them,  shall  be 
chargeable  respectively,  for  such  monies  only  as  they  shall 
actually  receive  by  virtue  of  the  trusts  hereby  in  them  reposed 
notwithstanding  their  or  any  of  their  joining  in  giving  any 
receipt  or  receipts  for  the  sake  of  conformity,  and  any  one  or 
more  of  them,  shall  not  be  answerable  for  the  other  or  others 
of  them,  or  for  involuntary  losses,  and  also  that  they  may,  with 
and  out  of  the  monies  which  shall  come  to  their  respective 
hands,  by  virtue  of  the  trusts  aforesaid,  retain  to  and  reimburse 
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themselves  respectively,  also  allow  to  their  respective  cotrustee 
or  cotrustees,  all  costs,  charges,  damages  and  expenses  which 
they  or  any  of  them  may  sustain,  disburse  or  be  put  unto  in 
the  execution  of  the  aforesaid  trusts,  or  in  relation  thereto. 
In  witness  whereof,  I  the  said  Hewlett,  the  Testator,  have, 
to  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament,'  contained  in  six  shrets 
of  paper,  set  my  hand  and  seal,  that  is  to  say,  my  hand  to 
the  five  first  sheets,  and  my  hand  and#  seal  to  this  sixth  and 
last  sheet,  the  sixteenth  day  of  Ocrcl.er,  in  the  3  car  of  our 
Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-suvi  11. 


{"} 


WILLIAM  ROWLETT. 


Signed,  sealed,  published  and  declared  by  the  said  William 
Rowlett  the  Testator,  as  and  for  his  last  Will  and  Testa- 
ment, in  the  presence  of  us,  who,  at  his  request,  in  his 
presence  and  in  the  presence  of  each  other,  have  hereunto 
subscribed  our  names  as  witnesses. 

THOMAS  DENBY, 
JOHN  I' K ACHY, 
THOMAS  KOSS. 

Burton,  Dec   21tk.  1*37. 
THIS  IS  A  CODICIL  TO  MY  WILL.     Since  executing 

m?  Will,  dated  the    sixteenth    of  October,   last  past,  I    have 

purchased  the  further  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  in  Alabama 

Bonds,  which  are  deposited    with   Messrs.    Gi\nn,    IJailifax, 

Mills  <fc  Co.,  Bankers    n    Lombard  Street,    London.      \'>w, 

I  hereby  bequeath  said  Bonds  to  my  Kxecutors  named    in  mj 

said  Will,  upon  trust,  in    augmentation    of  the   fund    for  the 

payment  of  the  eight  life  annuities,  thereby   bequeathed    and 
it 
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for  the  other  uses  and  purposes  therein  directed  in  respect  of 
the  forty  thousand  dollars  payable  by  Ambrose  Lanfear,  the 
thirty  thousiaiil  dollars  in  Louisiana  Bonds,  and  the  eighty 
nine-  thou>anl  dillars  A'abaaia  Bonis,  then  in  custody  of 
Messrs.  Glynn,  Hallifax,  Mills  &  Co.  I  give  and  bequeath 
my  friend  and  inmate,  Sophia  Mary  Ward,  the  following 
books,  viz  :  Scott's  Bible,  with  notes  ;  6  vols.  4to  Common 
Prayer,  in  moroeeo  j  lvol.  Svo.,  Bishop  Porteu3*  Works; 
6  vols.  Horsley's  Sermons  ;  3  vols.  Paley's  Sermons  ;  1  vol. 
Daniel  Wilson's  Sermons  \  1  vol.  Dr.  Doddridge's  Sermons. 
I  also  bequeath  to  her,  all  my  table  and  bed  linen,  the  plated 
tea  kettle,  lamp  and  stand,  the  silver  teapot,  sugar  basin  and 
tongs,  and  milk  ewer,  the  easy  chair  in  dining  room,  made  by 
Cranston,  and  any  other  articles  of  cabinet  wares  she  may 
choose  to   select. 

I  give  to  Charles  Wells,  Jamea  Wells  and  John  Roberta, 
gardener's  helpers,  if  in  my  employ  at  the  time  of  my 
decease,  ten  pounds  each.  And  I  desire  that  all  my  servants, 
male  and  female,  including  the  gardener  and  his  wife,  and 
his  children  at  home,  may  be  supplied  with  suitable  mourning. 

This  Codicil  is  written  throughout  with  my  own  hand,  at 
Burton,  dated  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  December,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  auu  thirty-seven. 

WILLI  A3!  ROWLEIT. 

A  FURTHER  CODICIL  TO  MY  WILL.  I  give  to 
Elizabeth  Evans,  successor  to  Mrs.  Anna  Maria  de  Buck,  as 
cook  and  housekeeper,  (provided  she  be  in  my  service  at  the 
time  of  my  decease, )ono  year's  wages,  i.  e.  forty- two  pounds. 
This  Codicil,  written  throughout  with  my  own  hand,  at 
Burton,  December  29th,  1857. 

WILLIAM  ROWLETT. 
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In  the  Perogative  Court  of  Canterbury  z=— In  the    Goods  of 
William  Rowlett,  Esquire,  deceased. 

Personally  appeared  Thomas  Denby  of  Frederick  Place, 
Old  Jewry,  in  the  city  of  London,  Solicitor,  and  John  Peachy 
of  the  same  place,  gentleman,  and  made  oath  that  they  knew 
and  were  well  acquainted  with  the  said  William  Hewlett,  late 
of  Burton,  in  the  parish  of  Christ  Church  in  the  county  cf 
Southampton,  Esquire,  deceased,  and  also  with  his  manner  and 
character  of  handwriting  and  subscription,  having  frequently 
seen  him  write  and  subscribe  his  name  to  writings ;  and  they 
further  made  oath  that  they  have  now  carefully  Tic  wed  "and 
inspected  the  pup;r  writings  hereunto  annexed,  purporting  to 
be  two  Codicils  to  the  last  Will  and  Testament  of  the  said 
deceased,  such  Codicils  being  written  on  the  same  sheet  of 
paper,  and  the  first  thereof  beginning  thus — "  Burton,  27th 
Dec,  1837.  This  is  a  Codicil  to  my  Will,  dated  the  sixteenth 
of  October  last  past,"  ending  thus — "  This  Codicil  is  written 
throughout  with  my  o^q  hand,  at  Burton,  dated  the  twenty- 
seventh  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven,''  and  being  sub- 
scribed, "  William  Rowlett ;  "and  the  second  thereof  begin- 
ning thus — "  A  further  Codicil  to  my  Will.  I  give  to  Eliz- 
abeth Evans/'  ending  and  dated  thus — "  This  Codicil  written 
throughout  with  my  own  hand,  at  Burton,  December  2'Jth, 
1837,"  and  being  subscribed,  "  William  Piowlett  ;  "  and  that 
they,  these  deponents,  verily  and  in  their  conscience  believe 
the  whole  body,  series  and  contents  of  the  said  Codicils,  and 
the  names  or  signatures,  "  William  Rowlett,"  subscribed 
thereto  respjctively  as  aforesaid,  to  be  of  the  proper  hand- 
writing and  subscription  of  him  the  said  William  Rowlett, 
Esuuire,  deceased.  THOMAS   DENBY 

JOHN  PEACH  Y. 
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On  the  11th  day  of  March,  1840,  the  said  Thomas  Denby 
and  John  Peachy  -were  duly  sworn  to  the  truth  of  this  affi- 
davit, before  me,  "William  Robinson,  Surrogate — in  the  pres- 
ence of  Edward  Toller,  Jun.,  Notary  Public. 

Proved  at  London,  (with  two  Codicils,)  14th  March,  1840, 
before  the  Worshipful  William  Robinson,  Doctor  of  Law3 
and  Surrogate,  by  the  oaths  of  Richard  Valentine  Hooper, 
John  Kinnersley  (in  the  Will  written  Kinnersly)  Hooper  and 
William  Henry  (in  the  Will  written  William)  Hooper,  the 
Executors,  to  whom  Administration  was  granted,  having  been 
first  sworn  duly  to  administer. 

CHARLES  DYNCHY,)      p       , 
JOHN  IGGULDEX,      V-     lePu'y 
W.  F.   GOOTLING,     )    ***Psms' 
Personal  Effects  sworn  under  £30,000  in  the  province. 
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IngT&hain  Coat  of  Arms. 

GENEALOGICAL  TABLE  OF  THE  INGRAHAM 
FAMILY. 

In  the  following  pages,  the  reader  will  find  the  genealogy  op 
the  Insjaham  familv  in  the  Wilson  line,  though  not  extended 
fully  only  in  my  own  branch.  The  other  branches,  with  the 
starting  point  and  data  now  given,  may  easily  pursue  their 
investigations,  and  prepare  for  themselves  their  several  tables. 
By  the  numbers  and  references  thereto,  the  connection  may 
be  understood  and  traced. 
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JOSEPH    WILSON. 

Sarah  Wilson,  daughter  of  Joseph  Wilson,  married  Edward 
Cowcll. 

Sarah  Cowell,  daughter  of  Sarah  Wilson,  the  first  bora 
April  3d,  1669  married  Timothy  Ingraham  ;  (1)  issue  as 
follows  : 

Timothy  Ingraham,  (2)  born  January  Tth,  1C91. 
Jeremiah  Ingraham,  born  January  ISth,  1697. 
Edward  Ingraham,  born  November  2d,  1699. 
John  Ingraham,  (3)  born  December  8th,  1701. 
Joshua  Ingraham,  (4)  born  February  1st,  1705. 
Isaac  Ingraham,  born  May  17th,  1706. 
Sarah  Iugrahaai,  born  September  23d,    1708. 

Timothy  Ingraham,  son  of  Timothy  Ingraham  numbered  (2) 
was  born  in  Bristol,  R.  I.  February  1st,  1712. 

;  Joshua  Ingraham,  son  of  Timothy  Ingraham,  (2)  bora  in 
Bristol,  R.  I.,  February  12th,  1705,  married  Martha  Lawton 
October  23d,  1729;  she  died  October  2kh,  17G2.  He  mar- 
ried a  aeeond  time,  January,  23d,  1703,  taking  to  wife  Mary 
Richmond. 

Issue  of  the  first  marriage  as  follows : 
Joshua  Ingraham,  born  September  13th,  1730. 
Lawton  Ingraham,  born  September  13th,  1732. 
Margaret  Ingraham,  bora  March  4th,  1735. 
Ruth  Ingraham,  born  April  16th,  1737. 
Wiiiiam  Ingraham,  born  December  16th,  1738. 
Martha  Ingraham,  bora  August  24th,  1740. 
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Allen  Ingraharu,  born  July  Oth,  1742. 
Sarah  Ingrahara,  bora  July  7th,  1744. 
Timothy  Ingraham,  born  March  2d,  1746. 
Simeon  rngraham,  (12)  born  April  24th,   1749. 
Anna  Ingraham,  bora  February  14th,  1753. 

Issue  of  the  second  marriage  as  follows  : 

Hannah  Ingrahara,  (7)  born  June  11th,  1765. 
Charlotte  Ingrahara,  (§)  born  July  2d   1767 
Phebe  Ingraham,  born  November  27th,  1768. 
Molly  Ingraham,  (10)  born  September  5th,   1771. 
Martha  Ingraham,  (11)  born  June  26th,   1774. 

Hannah  Ingraham,  numbered  (7)  as  above,  married  Oaring 
Spalding  ;   issue  as  fullows  : 

Darius  Spalding.  -* 

Richmond  Spalding. 

Jo ''in  Spalding. 

Hannah  Simons. 

Samuel  G.  Spalding. 

Clarissa  Clark. 

Philip  Spalding.  -  • 

Eractus  Snal(i"iT 

t  ,Q. 

AlL-u  J.  Spul  liug. 

Elhanan  Raiding, 

Simeon  Ingraham,  numbered  (12)  as  above,  had    i.-suc    ns 
follows : 

Solomon  Ingraham. 
Polly  Ingraham. 
Bt^sey  Ingraham. 
Kliza  Ingraiiam. 
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Charlotte  Ingraham,    numbered    (8)    as    above,    married 
Samuel  Gladding  ;   issue  as  follows  : 

Eunice  Gladding.  (13)  born  October  12th,  1789. 
Allen  J.  Gladding,  born  August  16.  1791. 

Samuel  Gladding,  born  February  22d,  179-4. 

Richard  S.-  Gladding, (14)  born  February  25th,  1796. 

John  Gladding,  (15)  born  May  8th,  1798. 

Edmund  Gladding  born  October  2d,  1S00. 

Gilbert  R.  Gladding,  (10)  born  March  4th,  1802. 

Samuel  Gladding,  (17)  born  July  28th.  1804. 

Martha  Gladding,  (18)  born  September  7th,  1806. 

Mary  I.  Gladding,  born  September  14th,  li08. 

Molly  Ingraham,  numbered  (10)  as  above,  married  Samuel 
Waldron  j   issue  as  follows  : 
Eliza  Waldron. 
David  Waldron. 
Eunice  Waldron. 


Martha  Ingraham,  numbered  (11)  as  above,  married  John 
James  ;   issue  as  follows  : 

Mary  James. 
Richmond  James. 
Martha  James. 
Charlotte  James 
Sarah  James. 
Betsey  James. 
Juhn  James. 

Eunice  Gladding,  numbered  (13)  as  above,  married  Joseph 

M.  Coit  ;   issue  as  follows  : 

Mary  M.  Coit,  born  August  17th,  1809. 
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Charlotte  A.  Coir,  born  July  18th,  1811. 
Eunice  G.  Coit,  born  March  31st,  1813. 
Hannah  M.  Coit,  born  January  4th,  1815. 
Lucretia  S.  Coit,  born  January  19th,  1817. 
John  Coit,  born  DeceniEer  27th,  1818. 
Elizabeth  G.  Coit,  born  August  14th,  1820. 
William  31.  Coit,  born  May  5th,  1822. 
JohnM.  Coit,  born  February  14th,  1824. 
Martha  G  Coit,  born  December  27th,  1825. 
Byron  D.  Coit,  born  January  26th,  1828. 
Joseph  Coit,  born  September  18th,    1830. 

Richard  S.  Gladding,  marked  (14)  as  above,  married  Mar- 
tha D.  Clark,  May  15th,  1815;  issue  as  follows : 
Allen  J.  Gladding,  born  December  3d,  1815. 
Wm.  R.  Gladding,  born  February  16th,  1818. 
Charles  B.  Gladding,  born  August  5th,  1820. 
Martha  E.  Gladding,  born  January  25th  1823. 
John  A.  C  Gladding,  born  September  1st,  1825 
Samuel  Gladding,  born  February  6th,  1818. 
Theodore  0.  Gladding,  born  September  14th,  1830. 
Henry  D.  Gladding,  born  October  27th,  1833. 
George  T.  Gladding,  born  October  8th,  1836. 

Issue  of  John  Gladding,  numbered  (15)  as  above,  and 
Mary  his  wife,  as  follows : 

Elizabeth  W.  Gladding,  born  April  28th,  1822. 
Emily  W.  Gladding,  born  July  19th,   1828. 

Gilbert  R.  Gladding,  (son  of  Samuel  Gladding  of  Bristol, 
R.  I.)  married  Susan  Miller,  (daughter  of  Henry  Miller  of 
Providence,)  November  5th,  1829;   issue  as  follows: 

Ann  E.  Gladding,  born  September  5th,  1830. 

8 
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Charlotte  I.  Gladding,  bora  May  25th,  1832. 
William  H   Gladding,  born  September  9th,  1834. 
Susan  S.  Gladding,  born  August  7th,  1836. 
Henry  R.  Gladding,  born  July  2d,  1839. 
Irene  W.    Gladding,  born  April  5th,  1842. 
Samuel  B.  Gladding,  born  August  22d,  1845. 
Frederic  A.  Gladding,  born  March  25th,  1847. 
Frank  B.  Gladding,  born  August  29th,  1849, 

Issue  of  Samuel  Gladding,  numbered  (17)  as  above,  and 
Elizabeth  his  wife,  as  follows  : 

Elizabeth  Gladding. 
Mary  Gladding. 
Samuel  Gladding. 
William  L.  Gladding. 
Charles  Gladding. 

Issue  of  Wm.  C.  Manchester,  and  Martha  I.  Gladdin^  his 
wife: 

Wm.  A.  Manchester,  born  September  24th,  1832. 
Charlotte  G.  Manchester,  bora  August  7th,  1835. 
Frederic  H  Manchester,  born- July  30th,  1838. 
John  H.  Manchester,  born  March  24th,  1842. 
James  C.  Manchester  and   Thomas   S.   Manchester,  born 
•  March  20th,  1848. 

John  Ingraham,  son  of  Timothy  Ingraham,  numbered  (2) 
born  in  Bristol,  R.  I.,  December  8th,  1701,  married  Mary 
Fry,  December  12th,  1723  ;  issue  as  follows: 

Timothy  Ingraham,  born  December  20th,  1724. 

John  Ineraham,  bora  January  25th,  1727. 

Abigail  Ingraham,  born  January  21st,  1729. 
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Jeremiah  Ingraham,  born  December  8th.  1731. 
Rachel  Ingraham,  bom  December  *24th.  1733. 
Thomas  Ingraham,  born  January  17th,  1736. 
Joseph  Ingraham,  born  May  11th,  1738. 
Samuel  Ingraham,  born  March  17th,  1740. 
Martha  Ingraham,  born  September  14th,  1742. 

[Joseph  Ingraham,  born  in  Boston,  September  5th,    1760, 
died  at  Mr.  Siocum's  in  Bristol,  R.  I.,  Juno  2Stb,  1813.] 


AFFIDAVITS  OF  REBECKER  SOUTHER  AND 
OF  EMERY  SOUTHER. 

I  Rebecker  Souther,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  on  oath  depose  and 
say  :  that  before  my  marriage  my  name  was  Rebecker  Ir.gra- 
haoi,  being  the  daughter  of  Francis  Ingraham  ;  that  my  age 
is  sixty-eight  years  ;  that,  about  twenty-five  years  ago,  I  was 
present  at  a  meeting  of  the  "  Ingraham  heirs, ''  i.  e.  heirs  of 
Sarah  Cowell,  who  married  Timothy  Ingraham  and  was  the 
daughter  of  Sarah  Cowell,  the  daughter  of  Joseph  Wilson  ; 
said  *'  heirs  being  represented  as  entitled  to  a  large  tract  of 
real  estate  or  a  township  at  Leeds,  in  England  ;  which  land 
the  said  Joseph  Wilson  had  willed  to  the  said  Sarah  InLTa- 
ham ;— which,  said  meeting  was  held  at  a  public  house,  called 
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the  "  Mansion  House."  in  Milk  Street,  in  said  Boston  ;  That 
one  Smith,  of  the  State  of  Maine,  a  lawyer  as  he  represented 
himself,  afterwards  understood  by  me  to  be  of  Thomaston  in 
said  State,  soon  after  the  said  meeting  had  dispersed,  called 
on  me  at  my  house  in  Temple  Street  in  said  Boston,  and,  in 
conversation  with  me  upon  the  subject  of  such  heirship,  ex- 
pressed to  me  his  desire  that  I  should  assign  to  him  one  fourth 
part  of  my  right  as  such  heir  :  that  I  then  told  him  I  did  not 
wish  to  sign  any  paper,  but  I  was  willing  that  be  should  be 
well  paid  for  his  services,  if  thereby  we  should  recover  the 
property  as  such  heirs  ;  and  he  further  then  told  ire  that  he 
had  seen  the  original  will  of  the  said  Joseph  Wiison,  written 
on  parchment,  in  the  hands  of  Joseph  Ingraham,  of  some 
town  or  place  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  then  said  to  be  eighty 
years  of  age.  I  do  not  recollect  more  definitely  at  what  place 
he  was  represented  as  being  seen  or  resident  in  Ohio. 

REBECKER  SOUTHER. 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 
Suffolk,  S3.     Boston,  October,  5th,  1858.     Then  per- 
sonally appeared  the  above  named  Rebecker  Souther,   who  is 
well  known  to  mo.  and  made  oath  that   the  foregoing  decla- 
ration by  her  subscribed  is  true. 

Before  me,  S.  F.  PLIMPTON,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

I,  Emery  Souther  of  Boston,  Mass.,  son  of  above  named 
Rebecker  Souther,  on  oath  say  that  the  foregoing  declaration. 
made  and  subscribed  by  her,  coincides  with  statements  which 
she  has  made  to  me  at  many  different  times,  covering  a  period 
to  my  recollection  of  at  least  twenty-two  years  last  j  ast. 

*  mfcRiT  SOUTHER. 
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COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Suffolk,  ss.  Boston',  October  5th.  - 1858.  Then  per- 
sonally appeared  the  above  named  Emery  Souther,  who  is 
well  known  to  me,  and  made  oath  that  the  foregoing  state- 
ment by  him  subscribed  is  true. 

Before  me,    S.  F.  PLIMPTON,  Justice   of  the  Peace 

From  the  above,  connected  with  other  information  in  my 
possession,  upon  which  I  think  1  can  now  rely,  I  am  induced 
to  believe  that  this  old  document,  on  the  rinding  of  which  all 
our  hopes  of  recovering  the  property  depend,  is  now  in  the 
hands  of  some  of  the  Ingrahams  in  the  Western  or  North 
Western  states ;  that  it  has  been  seen  within  the  past  six 
years ;  and  that  if  this  narrative  be  extensively  circulated 
among  the  numerous  kindred  and  friends  of  the  family,  I 
think  it  may  soon  be  found.  I  would  further  add  that  I  have 
discovered  the  reason,  at  least  the  assigned  one,  why  Isaiah 
Smith  did  not  at  the  time  obtain  the  old  copy  from  this  Jo- 
seph Ingraham  ;  it  was  his  stubborn  refusal  to  give  it  up  to 
any  one  while  he  lived ;  this,  connected  with  the  sudden 
disappearance  and  death  of  Smith  and  the  neglect  cfthe 
heirs,  accounts  for  the  loss  to  us,  even  to  this  time,  of  that 
old  evidence  of  our  birthright. 

To  find  this  is  the  primary  object  of  the  collation  and  pub- 
lication of  this  narration  of  the  circumstances  in  which  we 
are  placed,  hoping  that  it  may  stimulate  inquiry  and  search 
for  this  "  old  will"  and  other  information  which  would  aid 
us  in  our  enterprise.  All  such  information  addres>ed  to  me, 
Gilbert  0.  Gladding,  Providence,  R.  I.,  will  be  thankfully 
received  in  behalf  of  the  heirs  to  the  great  Ingiaham  .Estate. 
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AN  AGREEMENT  BETWEEN  SUNDAY  HEIRS 
AND  GILBERT  R.    GLADDING. 

To  ALL  WHOM  IT  MAY  CONCERN. 

Whereas  Joseph  Wilson,  formerly  of  Yorkshire  England, 
deceased,  leaving  a  large  estate,  in  which  said  estate  the  heirs 
at  law  of  Timothy  Ingraham  and  of  Joshua  Ingraham,  for- 
merly of  Bristol  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  United  States 
of  America,  have  an  interest  ;  and  whereas  efforts  are  bein<* 
made  to  obtain  the  interest  of  said  heirs  in  and  out  of  said 
deceased  Joseph  Wilson's  estate,  and  for  that  purpose  Gilbert 
R.  Gladdincr  of  Providence  in  said  State  of  Rhode  Island 
proposes  going  to  England,  and  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
funds  to  defray  said  Gladding's  expenses  in  prosecuting  the 
claim  of  said  heirs,  he  the  said  Gladding  has  issued  certain 
Scrip  or  Certificates  payable  out  of  the  first  money  received 
from  said  estates — 

Now  therefore  know  ye — That  we  the  undersigned,  heirs 
at  law  of  the  said  Joseph  Ingraham  and  of  Joshua  Ingraham, 
do  hereby  approve  of,  ratify  and  confirm  said  Scrip  or  Certifi- 
cates, and  the  issuing  thereof,  and  hereby  pledge  and  bind 
our  interest  in  and  to  said  estate  for  the  payment  of  said 
Scrip  or  Certificates  according  to  the  tenor  thereof. 

Witness  our  hands,  and  seals  this  twelfth  day  of  January, 
One  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-six. 

In  presence'  of  Henry  Martin,  Justice  of  the   Peace. 

Daniel  Ingraham.      L.  s.  Mary  C.  Purkis.     l.   s. 

George  W.  Ingraham.     l.  s.  Joseph  Spelman.     l.  s. 

Matthew  Ingraham.     l.  s.  Thomas  F.  Vickery.     l.  8. 

Samuel  Ingraham.     l.  s.  Anthony  Goff.     l.  s. 

Robert  Ingraham.     L.  s.  Richard  S.  Gladding.     L.  3. 

Lawton  Ingraham.     l.  s.  James  D.  Pitman,     l.  s. 
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Wm.  G\  Ingraham.     l.  s. 
John  Ingraham.     l.  s. 
Watson  Ingraham.     l.  s. 
Melvin  D.  Ingraham.     l.  s. 
Augustus  Ing;raham.     l.  s. 
Daniel  Ingraham.     l,  b. 
Robert  Ingraham,     l.  s. 
Timothy  Ingraham.     L.  S. 
Henry  C.  Ingraham.     l.  s. 
Abby  G.  Ingraham.     l.  s. 
Davis  Ingraham.     l.  s. 
Oliver  H.  Bush.     l.  s. 
Robert  Purkis.     l.  s. 


Benjamin  Doty.     i.  s. 
Nathaniel  Waldron.     l.  8. 
Wm.  C.  Manchester,     l.  s. 
E.  W.  Spalding.     L.  S. 
Clarissa  E.  Damon.     L.  s. 
Eliza  Young,     l.  s. 
John  M.  Spalding,     l.  s. 
Anthony  Van  Dcon.     l.  s. 
Moses  T.  Van  Doon.     L.  s. 
Marvin  Dunmore.     L.  s. 
Dean  M.  Swift,     l.  s. 
Allen  Spalding.     L.  s. 


ERRATA. 

In  the  first  paragraph,  lines  6  and  7,  for  "July  2d,  1660," 
read  April. 3d,  1669.     And  for  "  1680,"  read  1690. 

On  page  11,  2d  paragraph,  tor  "  Bishop  of  York,"  read 
Archbishop. 

On  page  16,  2d  paragraph,  for  |:  1616,"  read  1666. 

On  page  28,  for  "  British  Library,"  read  Library  of  Brit- 
ish Museum. 
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